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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

This glossary of terms has been developed from different sources including the World Bank,
the African Development Bank and some literature quoted in the reference section

Agriculture: The practice of growing crops and raising of animals on land for human use
Agricultural land: Any land under cultivation of crops and raising/rearing of animals
Annual crop: crop that completes its life cycle, from germination to the production of seed,
within one year, and then dies. Examples are Maize, ground nuts, soya beans, cotton,
pigeon peas, etc.

Building or Structure: refers to a dwelling unit/house or anything constructed for
habitation or housing of a business enterprise or kitchen, toilet, kraal, etc.

Census: A complete and accurate count of the population that will be affected by land
acquisition and related impacts. When properly conducted, the population census provides
the basic information necessary for determining eligibility for compensation and for
preparing and implementing a Resettlement Action Plan (RAP).

Chronically lll: means people who suffers from the following HIV/ AIDS Asthma, Stomach
Disorder, Epilepsy, Chronic Malaria/ Fever, Arthritis/ Rheumatism Mental lliness,
Diabetes, TB and Other according to IHS 5 (2019 -2020).

Compensation: Money or payment in kind to which the people affected by the Project are
entitled, as decreed by government regulations or laws in order to replace the lost asset,
resource or income

Corridor of impact (COI) or way-leave: Refers to the minimum land width required for
the proposed main canals (measuring 30 metres each way from the canal centre line).
Customary Estate: Under the Customary Land Act 2016, any customary land which is
owned, held or occupied as private land within a traditional land management area and
which is registered as private land under the Registered Land (Amendment) Act 2016.
Cut-off date: According to World Bank’s operational policy OP/BP 4.12 on Involuntary
Resettlement, normally, this cut-off date is the date the census begins. The cut-off date
could also be the date the project area was delineated, prior to the census, provided that
there has been an effective public dissemination of information on the area delineated,
and systematic and continuous dissemination subsequent to the delineation to prevent
further population influx.

Dwelling unit: It may be defined as any structure — permanent, semi-permanent or
traditional where people live and sleep. This is irrespective of the size of the household
and building. A household may contain one or several dwelling units.

» Permanent structure: Dwelling units built with durable materials, a roof made
of iron sheets, tiles, concrete or asbestos and walls made of burnt bricks,
concrete or stones

» Semi-permanent structure: Dwelling units lacking materials of a permanent
structure for wall or roof. These are built with non-permanent walls such as sun-
dried bricks or non-permanent roofing materials such as grass thatch

Dwelling (or Structure) owner: The owner of a dwelling unit/house or anything
constructed for habitation or housing of a business enterprise

Eligibility: The criteria for qualifying to receive benefits under a resettlement program.
Entitlement: Range of measures comprising compensation, income restoration, transfer
assistance, income substitution and relocation, which are due to affected people,
depending on the nature of their losses, to restore and improve their economic and social
base.

Expropriation: The action of a government in taking or modifying property rights of an
individual in the exercise of its sovereignty;

Fruit trees: Any tree which is planted for fruit purposes are referred to as Fruit Trees



Perennial crops: Any plants/crops that live for more than two years;
Graveyard: Any area designated and being used as a burial site in the community
Grievance Redress Mechanism: Complaint mechanism is a locally based formalized
way through which Project affected people and communities may raise their concern
directly with the Programme when they believe the Programme has caused or may cause
them harm. The Grievance Redress Mechanism ensures that complaints are being
promptly received, assessed and resolved by those the responsible for the Programme, in
this case the SVTP.
Host Community: Community residing in or near the area to which affected people are
to be relocated.
Household: The term household refers to a group of people who reside together and
share in the functions of production and consumption. It is also the smallest unit of
consumption, and sometimes production.
Household Head: For purposes of the census, the household head was considered to be
that person among the household members who is acknowledged by other members of
the household as the head and who is often the one who makes most decisions concerning
the welfare of the members of the household. Hence the people presented in this report
as household heads are those males or females who were reported as heads by members
of their specific dwelling units.
Improvement: In relation to any land, improvement means any work or product of work
which materially adds value to the land and which is suitable to the land and consistent
with the character thereof;
Income: Income of the PAP shall mean the amount, prior to the cut-off date, from all
occupations/ sources taken together calculated by an objective assessment;
Involuntary Resettlement: Development Projects result in unavoidable resettlement
losses, that affected people have no option but to rebuild their lives, incomes and asset
bases elsewhere. Involuntary resettlers are thus people of all ages, outlooks and
capabilities, many of whom have no option but to give up their assets. African Development
Bank and World Bank policies designates involuntary resettlers as requiring assistance;
Kraal: a pen or other enclosure for livestock, especially cattle;
Land: means the material of the earth, whatever may be the ingredients of which it is
composed, whether soil, rock or other substance and includes the surface covered with
water, all things growing on that surface, buildings, other things permanently affixed to the
land and free or occupied space for an indefinite distance upwards as well as downwards,
subject to limitations upon the airspace imposed, and rights in the use of airspace granted,
by international law.
» Customary Land: Land held in trust by the chief for the people
» Private Land: All land which is owned, held or occupied under a freehold title,
or a leasehold title and is registered as such under the Registered Land Act;”
o Freehold land: Land held absolutely privately in perpetuity on which no
ground rent is paid.
o Leasehold land: land held privately for a term of years
» Public land: land held in trust for the people of Malawi, managed by
government, and includes any land held by the government or local authority
and, land gazetted for national parks, forest reserves, and recreation areas,
historic or cultural sites.
Land Acquisition: The process of acquiring land under the legally mandated procedures
of Malawi
Land owner: Means holder of a parcel of land or a proprietor of land (whether private or
public, according to the GoM Land Act of 2016);
Livelihood Restoration: Livelihood Restoration means the measures required to ensure
that Project Affected Persons (PAPS) have the resources to at least restore, if not improve,
their livelihoods. It requires that people are given the means and assistance necessary for
them to improve, or at least restore, their livelihood and living conditions to pre-Project



Xi

levels. Inventory of Losses means the pre-appraisal inventory of assets as a preliminary
record of affected or lost assets.
Other trees: natural trees and exotic trees as contained in the Forestry Gazette,
Government of Malawi
Person: Includes an individual, a firm, a company or an association or a body of individuals
whether incorporated or not;
Programme: Refers to the Shire Valley Transformation Program being implemented by
the Malawi Government through the Ministry of Agriculture Irrigation and Water
Development, with financial support from the African Development Bank and World Bank.
It also refers to the sub-Programmes to be taken up under this Programme;
Project Affected Person (PAP): Any person, tenant, government lessee or owner of other
property, or non-titleholder (unauthorized occupant) who on account of the Project has
been affected from such land or other property in the affected area will be considered as
a PAP;
Project Areas: Areas in and adjacent to the construction areas and other areas to be
modified by the Project;
Rehabilitation: In terms of matters of compensation for lost assets, it refers to the re-
establishing of incomes, livelihoods, living and social systems.
Rent: payment made in respect of use of someone’ property;
Renter: A person who has made payment in respect of use of someone’ property
Replacement Cost: Replacement cost, as a rate of compensation for lost assets, must
be calculated as market value plus transaction costs. i.e. a replacement cost/value of any
land or other asset is the cost/ value equivalent to or sufficient to replace/ purchase the
same land or other asset;
Relocation: Rebuilding housing, assets, including production land, and public
infrastructure in another location;
Resettlement: The entire process of relocation and rehabilitation caused by Project
related activities;
Resettlement Impacts: The direct physical and socio-economic impacts of resettlement
activities in the Programme and host areas;
Resettlement Plan: A time-bound action plan with budget setting out resettlement
strategy, objectives, entitlement, actions, responsibilities, monitoring and evaluation;
Shop: Means any premises where any trade or business is carried on and where services
are rendered to customers;
Squatter: A person who has settled on public/government land, land belonging to
institutions, trust, etc. and or someone else’s land illegally for residential, business and or
other purposes and/or has been occupying land and building/asset without authority;
Temporary Impact: Impact expected during implementation of the Project in the form of
earth spoil, tremors and vibrations, etc. affecting land and structure or loss of access;
Tenant: A person who: holds or occupies land or structure of another person (but for a
special contract) and would be liable to pay rent for that land/structure.
Unauthorized Occupant: Person occupying land he does not own, for livelihood
purposes, cultivation, shop or any other purposes;
Vulnerable groups: Vulnerable groups, also called marginalized groups or groups at risk
of social exclusion are people that experience deep exclusion that negatively affects their
quality of life, well-being and future life opportunities. These include women, children,
child-headed households, people living with HIV/AIDS, people with disabilities, orphans
and the elderly.
Wage earner: Wage earners are those whose livelihood would be affected due to the
displacement of the employer. The person must be in continuous employment for at least
six months prior to the cut-off date, with the said employer and must have reliable
documentary evidence to prove his/her employment; in absence of formal agreement,
identification through premises owner or neighbour communities would be undertaken.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

I INTRODUCTION

The Government of Malawi (GoM) is implementing the Shire Valley Transformation
Programme (SVTP), with financial assistance from the World Bank (WB), the African
Development Bank and the Global Environment Facility. The programme is aimed at
developing large-scale irrigated agriculture in the Lower Shire Valley (on the west bank of the
Shire River) within the administrative districts of Chikwawa and Nsanje. As part of the SVTP,
main irrigation canals are planned to be constructed, to enable the conveyance of irrigation
water from the Shire River to targeted farming areas within the two districts.

Construction of the irrigation canals will affect some private land and property. Hence, this
Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) has been prepared to outline steps and arrangements for
compensating Project Affected Persons (PAPs) and ensuring restoration and enhancement of
their livelihoods.

The Programme

The Shire Valley Transformation Program (SVTP) will include the development of irrigation on
an estimated 43,370 (ha) of land, of which some 22,280ha will be utilised in the first phase
and 21,090ha in the second phase of the Programme.

Main Canal 2 (MC2) has a total length of 75.6 km, the first 18 km lies in the Phase | area, and
the remaining 57.6 km is in the Phase Il area. MC2 in the Phase Il area starts at Lengwe Park
and runs all the way to Bangula. The total length of Lengwe to Bangula Section is 47.6KM and
10km is within Lengwe National Park.

A total of 22 Secondary Canals (SC) have been designed for Phase Il area. The irrigation area
covered by each SC (pipeline) is different, and if it covers a large area, it is divided into smaller
sizes. In this case, the maximum area was adjusted less than 500 ha in consideration of the
composition of Smallholder Owned Farm Enterprises (SOCFES).

Every SC(Pipeline) was designed in such a way that it will discharge at the highest point of
each irrigation sector, while at the same time making sure that it is abstracting water at the
point closest to the MC. Night storage reservoir are placed at the end of each SC, and its size
is determined according to the area of the irrigation area.

The development of the irrigation system in each irrigation sector shall be carried out by the
respective SOCFEs. Each SOCFE will determine the crop pattern and the appropriate
irrigation method according to their decision.

. POLICY AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE RAP

Malawi has enacted 10 land related laws including; Land Act, 2016; Customary Land Act,
2016; Land Survey Act, 2016; the Lands Acquisition and Compensation (Amendment) Act,
2016; Physical Planning Act, 2016; the Forestry (Amendment) Act, 2016; Malawi Housing
Corporation (Amendment) (No.2) Act, 2016; Registered Land (Amendment) Act, 2016; Public
Roads (Amendment) Act, 2016; and Local Government (Amendment) Act, 2016 have also
been reviewed. In addition, relevant national policies and documents (including The Malawi
Growth and Development Strategy Il and the Malawi National Land Policy) were reviewed.
The development of this RAP has also considered the international best practice, notably the
African Development Bank’s (AfDB) policy on Involuntary Resettlement and the environmental
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and social policy and safeguards requirements of the World Bank (OP/BP 4.12 - Involuntary
Resettlement). The national and international legislation and policies have been reconciled to
ensure the PAPs are appropriately compensated and that they are better off after
compensation than before.

M. RESETTLEMENT PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES

The construction activities for the proposed main canals under SVTP-2 are anticipated to
cause some loss of land and immovable assets, as well as some physical displacement of
residential and other structures in the Project areas. Therefore, to minimise the social impacts,
loss of property and loss of livelihoods associated with the Project, the GoM through the SVTP
has procured the services of Community Action for Environmental Management (CAEM) to
prepare a Resettlement Action Plan (RAP), which details steps for ensuring minimization of
impacts of physical and economic displacement of the Project Affected Persons (PAPS) in the
Project locations.

The RAP presents a strategic and methodical process to ensure that there is appropriate
compensation upon land acquisition, relocation, loss of assets and impact on livelihood in the
Project areas. The specific activities for the RAP include determination of the physical limits,
relevant issues and time frame for the RAP, information on the existing environment and
methods of survey/data collection to establish number of PAPs; a list of PAPs and affected
property; methods for the assessment and valuation of property; compensation amounts and
analysis of the findings; and consultations with the affected communities and other interested
stakeholders such as the Chikwawa and Nsanje District government offices.

This RAP also includes information on the PAPs in the proposed Project sites for the main
canal construction. It includes potential negative and positive impacts likely to be generated
from the sub-Project activities, options and alternatives to avoid, minimize or mitigate the
negative impacts and an Entitlement Matrix to facilitate appropriate compensations to the
PAPs. Implementing modalities for the RAP include guidance on activities that must be
completed prior to commencement of compensation payments, prior to commencement of any
civil works and before completion of all the Project activities; to safeguard PAPs interests and
livelihoods. A Grievance Redress Mechanism, that aims to use the existing structures and that
facilitates grievance resolution at higher levels (including the court of law, where necessary),
has been drawn up.

The implementing agency for the Programme will be the Ministry of Agriculture through the
Shire Valley Transformation Project Management Team (PMT). The implementing agency will
be responsible for the entire Programme; being in charge of all the activities, including those
related to compensation payment and grievance redress.

V. BASELINE INVENTORY

Field investigations, public consultations and household surveys, were carried out from 29th
November 2022 to 7th April 2023, to collect both primary and secondary data. Follow-up field
investigations were also conducted to investigate and address specific issues identified during
the initial field investigations.

The width of the main canal, for the SVTP, is based on the lined canal design, which, according
to the detailed design report, the upper reach of the Main Canal is 21.6 meters for the actual
canal and 40-45 meters overall, including the maintenance road.

The field investigations focused on the identification of parcels of land and property, to be
affected by the Project, within the 60—metre wayleave (which includes the maintenance road)
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of the irrigation canal. The affected land and property were identified and their positions and
sizes established using cadastral maps, the GPS and measuring tapes. Data collected from
the investigations includes:

a) Property sizes, location, ownership, construction materials for structures, current use
and condition etc.;

b) Number and sizes of trees to be affected by the Project, including types (whether
indigenous or exotic; or fruit or not); and

c) Type of crops likely to be affected by the Project

The methodology for the RAP involved four phases. The first activity was to determine the
sample size for socio-economic survey which was all affected households. The second phase
included preliminary interactions with stakeholders, desk review of the relevant literature and
reconnaissance surveys that involved visits to the proposed canal route. The third phase
included field surveys as the main activity. These field surveys involved community
sensitization meetings, census, asset inventory survey and socio-economic surveys. The
consultant assembled a team of 18 enumerators, which was divided into two groups. The first
group consisted of 10 members who conducted an asset inventory, while the second group of
8 members conducted a socio-economic survey of the affected population. The asset
inventory team was subdivided into 5 teams, who worked alongside government surveyors
and valuers. Sensitization and mobilization of affected individuals were handled by the district
officers.

As part of the field activities, community leaders, Chikwawa and Nsanje District Council
officials and the PAPs themselves were consulted and engaged in the search for sites in the
immediate vicinity and other parts of the project area to identify suitable alternative land for
PAPs to move to, and to continue their farming, small-scale businesses and other economic
activities. The last phase was the compilation and analysis of all data collected for report
preparation.

The following information is based on a literature review and a socioeconomic/household
survey, focus group discussions with community members and consultations with district
council officials:

a) Chikwawa District has a population of 564,684 of which 49.51% reside in the impacted
Traditional Authority areas. Nsanje has a population of 299,168, with 18% living in the
impacted Traditional Authority of Mbenje

b) The proposed canal passes through a number of villages, with both burnt bricks and
iron sheets roofed houses; and some made of mud bricks with grass thatch;

c) The average household size is 5.1 persons and 77% are male headed households;
d) The Sena are the most dominant tribe, followed by the Mang’anja. Chichewa,
Chinyanja and Sena are the most common languages spoken in the two districts;

e) About 88% of households in project area practice the patrilineal system of marriage,
also known as chitengwa. Under this system, land is acquired through marriage and
the woman typically resides in her husband's village. The remaining households,
roughly 12%, practice the matrilineal system of marriage, known as chikamwini. Under
this system, the man follows the wife to her village. Both systems are deeply rooted in
the culture of the region and have significant social and economic implications for
families and communities.

f) Customary ownership accounts for about 99% of the total surveyed land, while
leasehold, public land, and freehold land make up the remaining portion. This vast
majority of land is typically inherited from parents or clan members.

g) The main income/ livelihood support activity is crop production (71.81%) % followed
by Ganyu at 12% of the surveyed households;

h) Main crops grown in the Project impact area are Sesame, sorghum, millet and Cotton.
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i) All the households (100%) indicated that they owned at least a hoe and 20% said they
owned a bicycle;

J) There is limited access to credit and loan which affects businesses;

k) Access to health and education services is constrained by poor and inadequate
delivery systems, infrastructure and in some cases poor governance;

[) There is a high prevalence rate of bilharzia (619 reported cases) in T/A Lundu area
due to the fact that people take their baths in the sugarcane irrigation canals; less than
the cases reported for the same period in T/A Maseya (30), Chapananga (188) and
Kasisi (96);

m) About 99% of the respondents own a pit latrine; majority being traditional pit latrine.
n) The most common disease is malaria, with more than 60% saying they had been
affected within the last 3 months, followed by respiratory infections and diarrhoea,;

0) In the survey, it was found that 56% of the respondents had completed primary
education, while 24% had completed secondary school education. Only 2% of the
respondents had tertiary education, while 18% did not have any formal education.;

p) Levels of education are very low, especially amongst the girls. This is attributed to the
cost of education; as recorded from 56% of the respondents, distance from 9% and
laziness from 12% of the respondents. Winter cropping was also reported to contribute
to increased pupil absenteeism. Drop out of school girls, due to pregnancies, is
common among schools close to the sugar plantations and estates; as the men there
have some disposable cash to lure the girls with;

g) Based on the survey results, it appears that the proportion of disabled individuals
among the surveyed households is low, with only one household head reported as
being disabled (blind). However, it is worth noting that a significant number of
households (629) indicated that they are chronically ill, which could include individuals
with disabilities. Therefore, although the number of reported disabilities may be low, it
is important to consider the potential overlap between chronic illness and disability,
and to ensure that any interventions or support programs are inclusive and accessible
to all members of the community, regardless of their health status;

r) The number of Project Affected Households that will lose land but will not be physically
relocated is 2,867. While 467 will be relocated and the location to which these PAPs
will be relocated will be determined during the disclosure process.

s) Out of 3334 total PAPs, 679 are female-headed households, 2637 are male-headed
households, 17 are child-headed households and one child-headed household is an
orphan (under the age of 18 years). Among these, 1284 are vulnerable, including the
elderly (680), people with disabilities (1), the chronically ill (629), female heads (359),
and child heads (18).

V. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

For this RAP, all PAPs including those who have no legal rights or claim to the land they are
occupying are eligible for compensation or other assistance, commensurate with the nature
and extent of the impact. Identification documents (IDs), legally recognized were used to
identify eligible PAPs. Alternatively, local chiefs were called to identify their subjects. This led
to the development of the Entitlement Matrix for different categories of PAPs and impacts.

VI. VALUATION AND COMPENSATION FOR LOSSES

Valuation of assets in this Project is based on the local laws and the African Development
Bank, as well as the World Bank Involuntary Resettlement policy. The Standards of the two
banks on Land Acquisition and Involuntary Resettlement require that when host regulations
differ from their guidelines, Projects are expected to apply whichever legislation is more
stringent. Where less stringent measures are appropriate, due to specific Project
circumstances, a detailed justification for any proposed alternatives is needed.
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VII. IMPLEMENTATION MECHANISM

Community participation and stakeholder engagement; using consultative and participatory
meetings, interviews and discussions; and administration of questionnaires have been
ongoing since the contract for the assignment was signed. During the socio-economic survey,
census and asset inventory, over 90% of the PAPs were personally informed about the
Project. A detailed explanation of the Project was presented and the anticipated positive and
negative (adverse) impacts were extensively discussed. Generally, the communities are
excited about the Project as it will improve agricultural development and food security. The
PAPs were informed about their rights and options. The grievance mechanism proposed to
be instituted was also discussed and inputs were solicited from the stakeholders including the
PAPs and it was emphasised that participation of local leaders, PAPs and the general public
in disseminating information and resolving disputes will be of paramount importance.

Grievance Redress

The primary responsibility to address all complaints and grievances lies with Project
developer, the Ministry of Agriculture through the PMT. The PMT to be responsible for
operationalization of the following Grievance Redress Committees; and to provide them with
specific terms of reference as well as appropriate training and resources:

a) Village Grievance Redress Committee (VGRC) to operate at Village Headman level;
b) Area Grievance Redress Committee (AGRC) to operate at Traditional Authority Level,
c) District Grievance Redress Committee to operate at District Level; and

d) (Project Management Team) to operate at National Level.

A Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) for resolving all types of grievances, relocations and
entittements related to the Programme has been established. It is part of the SVTP
Programme Management Team (PMT). The GRM is headed by the Social Safeguard
Specialist and supported by a Communication Officer, Environmental Safeguard Specialist
and the Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist under the supervision of the Project Coordinator

Complaints that are connected to the Project shall be referred to the Group Grievance Redress
Committee (GGRC). The GGRC shall maintain a record/ register of all complaints/ grievances
received so that these can be kept collectively in one place. At this step, all cases are to be
heard by the GGRC and addressed through consultations conducted in a transparent manner;
and aimed at resolving matters through consensus. Where the matter is not resolved, the
affected party will have recourse to appeal to the AGRC, which will hear and provide feedback
within 14 days. If the affected party is not satisfied with the ruling, they will be referred to
another level of the grievance redress mechanism. If the complainant is not satisfied with the
decision made at any level, he/ she will be informed of his/ her rights to take the grievance to
the court of law, which includes magistrate courts, the high and supreme courts of Malawi.
However, the courts should be the last option, in view of the lengthy process that is usually
involved.

The main responsibilities of the PMT in the GRM include overall management of the GRM,
including but not limited to managing the grievance redress process and procedures;
registration of complaints; capacity building of the grievance committee(s), outreach and
external communications; tracking performance and monthly reporting. The SSS is the overall
responsible person for implementation of the GRM, while the Communication Officer is
responsible for building community capacity on handling grievances, accessing the Shire
Valley Transformation Programme Grievance Redress Mechanism and creating demand for
the GRM through information, education and communication activities. The field officers under
the DC’s office are responsible for mobilising and supporting communities (PAPs) to access
and use the Grievance Redress Mechanism.
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The PMT has operationalized the GRM structures at GVH, TA and District level to ensure that
PAPs have easy access to legitimate, reliable, transparent, and efficient institutional
mechanisms that are responsive to their complaints. As much as there are different tiers of
the redress mechanism, PAPs will be free to use any facility they deem approachable and
efficient to them. However, the design of the GRM is to ensure that grievances are resolved
at the lowest tier and, as much as possible, avoid escalating cases to higher levels. But the
decision to appeal to higher levels will solely lie in the hands of the aggrieved person. A PAP
representative will sit in all the different grievance levels and where necessary the system will
ensure that there is female, youth and the vulnerable representation by co-option. The
proposed composition of the committees and their roles and responsibilities are presented in
Table 7.3.

RAP Implementation Responsibilities
The RAP implementation will be in collaboration with the District Commissioner’s Office. The
RAP Implementation Team will work with the communities, local leaders and Traditional
Authorities. The RAP Implementation Team will among others undertake the following:
e Conduct awareness and outreach meetings
Prepare monthly progress reports
Making payments
Confirming PAPs valuation schedule and compensation
Assisting in grievance redress process
Preparing the RAP Completion report

At the national level, the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Development will be
responsible for provision of advice, to Chikwawa, Nsanje District Councils and the PMT. In
terms of livelihoods restoration, the PMT will facilitate the process.

Monitoring Arrangements

Internal monitoring by the PMT will commence soon after the RAP approval. This will include
recording Project inputs, including readiness of the institutions such as the Grievance
Committees and the Payment Agent. It would also include Project outputs (e.g. number of
persons affected and compensated); and the overall physical and financial progress on
readiness to site handing over and commencement of construction. Internal monitoring shall
be based on reviews of reports produced by the Office of the District Commissioner,
supplemented by field visits to Programme areas, with regular updating of the RAP Database.
Internal monitoring will facilitate production of fortnightly reports for use within the SVTP
technical team, the African Development Bank, the World Bank and the technical
design/construction supervision consultant. The activity will continue across subsequent
stages and until the end of the Programme or up to a desired period as necessary, based on
review of progress and completion of activities.

VIIl.  BUDGET AND BUDGET ASSUMPTIONS

The Budget estimate for the RAP Implementation is MK5,362,602,812.26 (US$5,219,078.16)
and details are presented in Chapter 8 of this report. This cover the total number of Project
Affected Persons is 3334. The number of Project Affected Households that will be physically
relocated is 460. Where the canal passes through villages, the number of households that
will have their dwelling units physically relocated to other sites within the same villages is 467.
The number of vulnerable PAPs is 1284. These include the elderly (680), people with
disabilities (1), the chronically ill (629), female heads (359), and child heads (18).
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Number of PAPs

People affected by the project (PAP) 3825
Households losing their shelters 460
Households losing their shelters and supporting structures 250
Households losing their supporting structure only 49
Households losing Agricultural Land 2625
Community-level service infrastructures 14

Land costs are based on the provision of the entitlement matrix and the land values per hectare
in the Project area as well as on other recent similar Projects. The quantum of affected land
for each land parcel was multiplied by full (100%) value of the land per hectare to reflect the
idea that PAPs will no longer be allowed access to the way leave land and that any further
access will be at their own risk, with no more compensation for any incidents that may occur.
Details of the sizes of the quantum of land on the proposed canal corridor are given in the first
table of chapter 8. The costs of structures represent the full replacement costs, without
depreciation.

The value of natural and exotic trees was based on market research conducted by Ministry of
Lands. The values of fruit trees were based on the 2010 table of values, sourced from the
Ministry of Agriculture. The compensation rates (Annex 8) for fruit trees has considered the
duration from tree transplanting to fruit bearing age. Seedlings shall be supplied besides the
cash compensation for loss of fruit trees. The cost for purchase of the fruit seedlings has been
included in the budget.

Disturbance allowance, levied on the total compensation amount, was taken as 20% of the
value of the property loss, based on the Central Bank Lending Rate of 17.3 percent with a 4%
allowance. A shifting/moving allowance was added to the budget to cater for those PAPs who
are required to relocate from their current location due to loss of structures under the canal. A
top-up of 10% on the base compensation amount payable is provided for livelihood restoration
and support to vulnerable groups. A contingency of 5% of the total has been included, to
accommodate cost escalations. An exchange rate of US$ 1.00=MK1036.25 is used in the cost
calculations for the total budget of MK MK5,362,602,812.26 (equivalent to (US$5,219,078.16).

IX. MONITORING, EVALUATION AND REPORTING

This RAP will be implemented to support a large number of Project Affected Persons and will
require involvement of multiple stakeholders such as the Chikwawa and Nsanje District
Commissioners’ Office and the canal construction contractor, etc. Therefore, there is need for
a robust mechanism for tracking progress, highlight bottlenecks and redressing the issues
effectively and in a timely manner. It also requires that at the end of the RAP implementation
period, an evaluation should be carried out, to ascertain that the planned activities have
achieved the originally set objectives; i.e. whether livelihoods and living standards of the PAPs
were restored to pre-Project status or enhanced. For this reason, the Ministry of Agriculture
(MoA) through the SVTP Technical Team will conduct internal monitoring; and an End
Evaluation for the RAP.

The Chapter includes performance indicators, a description of process monitoring, the
timelines for the RAP implementation, evaluation and follow-up of RAP implementation, the
composition of the team that will implement the monitoring as well as the reporting
frequencies.
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X. RAP IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE

Construction of the main canal and preparation for construction of secondary pipes under

phase 1 of the programme is already underway. The implementation of this resettlement plan

will therefore start immediately after approvals have been granted. To mitigate for the

unforeseen challenges including failure to surrender land or the land being occupied by other

people not included under the RAP, a number of measures have been put in place as follows:

i.  Allstructures shall be removed from the canal alignment once compensation has been
made.

ii. PAPs/PAHs shall sign an agreement to requirement (i) and also sign to acknowledge
receipt of compensation;

ii.  The project shall ensure that all structures have been removed from the canal
alignment and that government takes ‘possession’ of the alignment upon PAPs receipt
of compensation;

iv.  The project shall undertake comprehensive publicity and awareness creation on the
ownership of alignment by government;

v.  The RAP cut-off date of 7" April 2023, while widely publicized in the project area, still
requires an official gazetting. The gazetting process has taken quite long but it is now
nearing its conclusion. During RAP preparation, PAPs have been informed about their
options and rights. In this case PAPs have chosen to receive cash compensation for
the loss of land and assets. In line with World Bank OP 4.12 and AfDB Operational
safeguard 2 i) the project has put in place a mechanism to ensure that compensation
is paid to individual PAPs and spouses; ii) the moving allowance should not be
dispensed to PAPs unless there is evidence of location and structures to be erected,;
and iii) the project should put in place a mechanism for follow up on the reconstruction
of structures by PAPs.

The activities that need to be completed prior to commencement of compensation payment
are:

Operationalisation of the GRM — this has been completed already;

Clearance of the RAP by the World Bank and AfDB before approval by the Client;
Disclosure of the RAP;

Finalisation of the RAP database;

Financial literacy training of the PAPs;

GVH and TA level meetings to counsel the PAPs; and

Opening of Bank accounts. The payment modes have been detailed.

All the activities are planned to take place from June to July so that payments of compensation
can start in August 2023.

XI. CONCLUSIONS AND FURTHER MEASURES TO BE OBSERVED

Phase 2 of the canal will pass through two districts and several Traditional Authorities,
including TA Ngabu, TA Masache, TA Ngowe, and TA Mbenje. The project is expected to
affect a total of 3334 PAPs, out of which 467 have primary structures and 311 have secondary
structures. There are considerable impacts but these can be mitigated. Furthermore, there
must be a prioritisation on community engagement in the RAP implementation phase, to
ensure that the communities and especially the PAPs are supporting the Programme even
during the construction phase. In general, there was no dissenting opinion about the proposed
Programme from the affected communities. However, conducting effective engagement with
the communities would inspire strong support from the people. It is also recommended that
the Programme should consider compensating the PAPs in a fair and timely manner, to avoid
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claims of undervaluation, due to delayed payment of compensation. PAPs will need to be
prepared socially and economically (e.g. in financial literacy, skill and business development
trainings livestock production, crop management and diversification and irrigation water
management, for proper use of the compensation packages and improvement of livelihoods.

It is also recommended that PAPs should be given enough time (at least a month) for
relocation and operation phases.
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Chapter 1 : INTRODUCTION

1.1 Programme background and description

Agriculture plays a crucial role in Malawi's economy, employing approximately 85 percent of
the population and contributing over 80 percent of the country's total export earnings.
However, the heavy dependence on rain-fed agriculture has led to challenges in achieving
food security, increased income, and sustainable socio-economic growth. Low agricultural
production and productivity due to weather shocks and natural disasters have been significant
obstacles.

Recognizing the negative impacts of over-reliance on rain-fed agriculture and the importance
of agriculture for national development, the Government of Malawi (GoM) is undertaking a
comprehensive approach to irrigation development. This aligns with the government's overall
development agenda outlined in the Malawi 2063 first 10-year implementation plan (MIP-1).
The GoM aims to develop small, medium, and large-scale irrigation in the Shire Valley,
specifically in the districts of Chikwawa and Nsanje.

To address the challenges faced in the region, the Government of Malawi, in collaboration
with development partners, launched the Shire Valley Transformation Programme (SVTP).
The SVTP aims to leverage the agricultural potential of the Shire Valley, improve water
resource management, and enhance social and economic infrastructure. It encompasses a
multi-sectoral approach to improve the livelihoods of the local population and promote
sustainable economic development.

The development of irrigated agriculture in Chikwawa and Nsanje districts is part of the SVTP
and is being planned with financial assistance from the World Bank, the African Development
Fund, and the Global Environment Facility. This support will enable the implementation of
irrigation projects, fostering increased agricultural productivity, food security, and socio-
economic development in the Shire Valley.

1.2 Programme objectives and components

The SVTP is planned to develop 43,370 hectares (ha) of irrigated land and will be implemented
in two phases, with the first phase covering 22,280ha of land, involving construction of a main
irrigation canal for a distance of 33km and two branches of the main canal (main canal 2
covering 18.4km and main canal 3 covering 10.6km).

The program development objective (PDO) for the Shire Valley Transformation Program is to
increase agricultural productivity and commercialization for targeted households in the Shire
Valley, and to improve the sustainable management and utilization of natural resources. The
SVTP-I Project Development Objective is to provide access to reliable gravity fed irrigation
and drainage services, secure land tenure for smallholder farmers, and strengthen
management of wetlands and protected areas in the Shire Valley.

The SVTP is a 14-year program (2018-2032) structured around three coordinated pillars: (i)
providing reliable, professionally managed and sustainably financed irrigation service to a
large number of irrigators in a phased construction of the Shire Valley Irrigation Scheme and
providing multiple services, including water supply; (ii) supporting farmer organizations within



a comprehensive land use plan, supporting land tenure strengthening and consolidation, as
well as natural resources management; and (iii) establishing smallholder-owned commercial
farm enterprises transitioning into commercial agriculture from subsistence farming and
integrating them into commercial value chains. These pillars all contribute to the overarching
goals of the program, and build on each other in a phased approach.

There are three sequential, but partially overlapping phases, with different donor and private
financiers expected to enter the programme at different times, either under co-financing or
parallel financing arrangements.

SVTP-1 will initiate the process on all pillars with a major focus on irrigation services provision
to the SVIP-I area, including on-farm developments in part of the area, land tenure, farmer
organization, and natural resource management. While not investing heavily yet in areas of
agricultural commercialization and investment promotion, it incorporates the vision and
principles of agricultural modernization and commercialization and prepares for downstream
investments under SVTP-II.

SVTP-II will shift focus to agricultural investment, private sector and value chain support,
particularly in the SVIP-I area, as well as investments in bulk irrigation water supply and other
infrastructure for the SVIP-II area and remaining on-farm developments in SVIP-I area.

Finally, SVTP-IIl will be the scale-up phase of investments to the SVIP-II area and ensuring
that developments in both areas are sustainable. These phases will be overlapping.
Subsequent phases will depend on the satisfactory progress of the previous phase, including
achievement of interim results, and shall incorporate lessons learnt from earlier phases.

The first phase will see the construction of other important structures which will include an
intake structure, 16 lined secondary canals, 16 primary off-takes, some night storage
reservoirs, siphon structures, aqueducts, dykes, drainage structures and access roads among
others. It will target the district of Chikwawa and will enable irrigation of the following areas
under gravity water supply system:

a. The existing 9,995ha lllovo’s Nchalo Estate;

b. The existing 2,180ha cane out-grower scheme at Kasinthula and Phata as well as
Sande Ranch;

c. 5,705 ha of new land in the vicinity of Kasinthula to be commanded from the
proposed Main Canal and;

d. 4,420 ha of new land in the Mthumba Valley; and between the Mwanza River and
Lengwe National Park, to be commanded by Main Canal 2 and 3.

The second phase of the SVTP will cover 21,090ha and will be commanded by Bangula Canal
which is the continuation of main canal 2. Of the 21,090ha, approximately 3,580ha have
already been developed by lllovo Sugar Company and Kaombe estates for irrigated sugar
cane through existing irrigation system that abstracts water from the Shire River by pumping.
It is expected that this system will be converted to a gravity water supply once the canal is
completed. The remaining 17,520ha is currently under smallholder holdings. This area is
targeted for land consolidation to transform the smallholdings into consolidated smallholder
farms; managed professionally and producing largely commercial crops.

Figure 1.1 shows the location of the Shire Valley Agriculture Development Division (ADD),
which will benefit from the SVTP; and figure 1.2 shows the areas that are to be impacted by
the irrigation canal system, to be constructed under phase 2 of the SVTP in Chikwawa and
Nsanje District. Construction of the main canals and secondary for phase 2 of the SVTP, from
Lengwe National Park to Bangula is anticipated to affect communities in 54 villages of



Traditional Authorities Ngabu, Ngowe and Masache in Chikwawa District and Traditional
Authority Mbenje in Nsanje District.

Figure 1-1:Map showing the Programme area within the targeted districts
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The Phase 2 main canal, which will begin at Lengwe National Park to Bangula, will have a
maximum width of 45m. Additionally, all secondary canals will have a uniform width of 20m.
Apart from these permanent widths, the canals will also have an additional 10 metre width on
each side, which will be temporarily required for construction. Table 1.1 depicts the width
distribution for each of the proposed canals.

Table 1.1: Estimated average width of the SVTP main canal infrastructure for Phase 2

No. | Canal Length | Permanent | Temporary Total
(km) width (m) width for | affected

constructing canal width
canal

Lengwe to Bangula Main 45 40-45 60-65
Canal
2 Secondary Canal 135 35-40 20 55-60

For purposes of calculating compensation, an average total width of 60 meters is used for the
total length of the main canals in phase 1 of the SVTP. This width of 60 meters includes 20
meters required temporarily during the construction period.

The total land area to be affected by the main infrastructure in Phase 2 of the SVTP consists
of the area for the canal route plus the area required for the main branches to the irrigated
areas and the night storage reservoirs. The total area to be affected by the main infrastructure
of the SVTP phase 2 is 780.91 hectares of which 422.06 hectares will be required on a
permanent basis and 358.85 ha on a temporary basis. Table 1.2 shows the estimated average
width of the SVTP main canal infrastructures for phase 2. This width has been broken down
according to areas (Secondary canals and Main canal Lengwe National Park to Bangula).

Table 1.2: Estimated average width of the SVTP main canal infrastructure for Phase 2

Lengwe -Bangula | 22 Secondary

\[o} Description Canal (main | Canals (Canal 21 | TOTAL
canal) to 43)
1 Length in km 48 132 180
2 Width required (m):
- permanently (m) 45 20 65 (max)
- temporarily (m) 20 20 40
3 Land area required for main canal and Secondary route:
- permanently (ha) 157.28 264.78 422.06
- temporarily (ha) 94.42 264.43 358.85
4 TOTAL 780.91



1.3 Objectives and scope of the Resettlement Action Plan

The construction activities for the proposed main canals under SVTP-2 are anticipated to
cause some loss of land and immovable assets, as well as some physical displacement of
residential and other structures in the Project areas. Therefore, to minimise the social impacts,
loss of property and loss of livelihoods associated with the Project, the GoM through the SVTP
Project Management Team has procured the services of CAEM Consultants to prepare a
Resettlement Action Plan (RAP).

The Resettlement Action Plan, for the Shire Valley Transformation Project Phase 2 is for the
main canals section from Lengwe National Park to Bangula. In preparing this RAP, the
consultant has considered the different tenure regimes (i.e. customary, leasehold or freehold
tenures) in the area; and the different land uses (i.e. residential, business and ancillary
structures such as access roads, borrow and material disposal pits, workers’ camps; as well
as equipment and materials staging areas etc.).

This RAP details steps to minimise impacts of physical and economic displacement of the
Project Affected Persons (PAPSs). It presents a strategic and methodical process to ensure
that there is appropriate compensation upon land acquisition, relocation, loss of assets and
impact on livelihood in the Project areas. The RAP has been prepared by CAEM on behalf of
the Programme proponent; the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA); to be submitted to the African
Development Bank and the World Bank for an internal review process and approval; and to
the Secretary for the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Planning for final review and
approval, before implementation of any land acquisition, compensation, resettlement, or
livelihood restoration.

The Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) is consistent with the policies, laws and regulations of
the Government of Malawi and the Involuntary Resettlement policies of the African
Development Bank and the World Bank. The RAP identifies Project Affected Persons (PAPS),
affected assets, economic losses and displacement; and loss of access to resources. It
provides for mitigation measures and compensation, in accordance with the Government of
Malawi regulations, the African Development Bank (AfDB); and the World Bank (WB) policies
and guidelines. Where the AfDB and WB standards establish a wider scope or higher
compensation requirement than the relevant national provisions, the Banks’ requirements
have taken precedence and the RAP has provided accordingly.

The RAP has been prepared primarily based on the information and guidelines presented in
the Resettlement Policy Framework (RPF) for the SVTP. The scope of work in preparing the
RAP included:

a) Updating and expanding the socio-economic survey of the PAPs (broadly defining it to
include persons, households and groups impacted by all types of physical and economic
displacement or restriction of access to livelihood resources); and ensuring that baseline
data are generated for the purposes of monitoring and evaluation during Programme
implementation period,;

b) Updating the census survey to ensure that all (100%) potential PAPs are identified,
captured and appropriate measures to remedy resettlement effects and safeguard
livelihoods are recommended;

c) Mapping out all (100%) of the affected properties (land, houses and other structures,
crops, trees, fences, graves, businesses, resource use areas (communal land, water,
public facilities, natural resources, etc.) using GPS with an appropriate accuracy;

d) Updating and refining the asset inventory survey, to ensure that all (100%) potential assets
that will be affected by the proposed Project are enumerated, valued and costed; and
related to the respective PAPs;



e) Undertaking a stakeholder analysis and consultation process to ensure participation of
PAPs in the RAP preparation process;

f) Updating the eligibility matrix, identifying the compensation measures applicable to each
type of impact and the criteria to determine the respective eligibility of each PAP, based
on the matrix included in the RPF; and applying that matrix to the final census and asset
inventory, specifying the compensation to be received by each PAP;

g) Developing cost effective and sustainable measures to be implemented to restore and
enhance the livelihoods of affected persons, including programs for the affected and host
communities, as well as assistance measures required for vulnerable PAPs; and to
complement compensation to ensure livelihood restoration;

h) Designing a community public consultation, communication and participation strategy that
will ensure participation of PAPs in the implementation and monitoring of the resettlement
process;

i) Updating the grievance redress mechanism for the resettlement process and aligning it to
the already established Programme grievance mechanism.

J) Updating the RAP implementation strategy, including organizational responsibilities,
budget and schedule; and

k) Updating the supervision, monitoring and evaluation program for the RAP;

1.4 Methodology for preparation of the Resettlement Action Plan

A number of approaches were employed for the field investigations, public consultations and
household surveys, which were carried out from 29th November 2022 to 7th April 2023, to
collect both primary and secondary data. These included continuous consultative meetings
and interactions with the client’'s Project Management Team (PMT), review of relevant
literature, public consultations with community members and reconnaissance surveys, which
involved visits to the proposed canal route corridors, to establish and ascertain the
biophysical and socio-economic features of the Programme impact areas.

The review of relevant literature helped the consultant to obtain a broader understanding of
the proposed Programme and its potential land acquisition impacts, as well as a broad
understanding of the Programme areas, population, socio-economic and cultural profiles.

Field investigations were conducted to identify the parcels of land and property to be affected
by the Project, within the 60—metre wayleave of the irrigation canal. Qualitative data, for the
bio physical setting and socio-economic activities of the area was collected through public
consultations; transect walks, observations and measurement.

The project team conducted thorough public community consultations and baseline socio-
economic surveys to gather information from the 3334 households that will be affected by the
canal. This was done through Focus Group Discussions with both PAPs and non-PAPs in all
four affected Traditional Authorities. To ensure the effectiveness of these consultations,
structured questionnaires, consultation guides, and checklists were administered, and
interviews were conducted with each household head or proxy and government officials.
Annex 3 contains a list of some of the individuals consulted during the process.



Figure 1-3 Public consultations at Tizola VDC

Property surveys and valuation (targeting 100% of the affected land and property) were also
conducted within the 60-metre-wide canal corridor. GPS devices were used to establish the
location and sizes of the land likely to be affected and property was measured using tapes.

Using cadastral maps, the GPS and measuring tapes, the affected land and property were
identified and their positions and sizes established. Photographs for affected structures and
their owners were also captured. The data collected included:

1. Property sizes, location, ownership, construction materials for structures, current use
and condition etc.;

2. Number and sizes of trees to be affected by the Project including types (whether
indigenous or exotic; or fruit or not); and

3. Type of crops likely to be affected by the Project.

The rates for fruit, exotic, and indigenous trees are determined based on the market research
conducted by the Valuation Section of the MoLHUD. The rates for land values, which include
structures, were developed through a market survey conducted in the Program area in
consultation with the District Lands Office for Chikwawa and Nsanje District.

Detailed literature review, included a study of the following documents:

e The Land Tenure Diagnostic, Allocation and Consolidation Strategy Report for
the Shire Valley Irrigation Programme (SVIP) (2017);

e Grievance Redress Mechanism for the Shire Valley Irrigation Programme, 2016;
Resettlement Policy Framework for the Shire Valley Irrigation Programme
(SVIP), 2016;

e Gender and Youth Strategy Report for the Shire Valley Irrigation Project (SVIP),
(2016);

¢ Communication Strategy for the Shire Valley Irrigation Project (SVIP) (2017);
Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) for the Shire Valley
Irrigation Project (SVIP) 2016;

e Socio-Economic Baseline Report 2017;

¢ Chikwawa District Socio-Economic Profile (SEP 2012-2017 and SEP 2022-
2030);

e Nsanje District Socio-Economic Profile (SEP 2017-2022)



Chikwawa District Development Plans;
Relevant policies, Acts and regulations;

Project area topographical and cadastral maps;
The AfDB and World Bank Safeguard Policies

After conducting the survey, census of Project Affected Persons (PAPs), and identification and
assessment of affected assets and properties, the Project Management Team (PMT)
organized comprehensive public consultations and sensitization meetings with all PAPs from
20th December 2022 to 7th April 2023. These meetings were held in all 54 Group Village Head
(GVHSs) under which the PAPs were situated. The consultations aimed to reach all PAPs,
including men, women, and vulnerable groups in each GVH along the canal.

The PAPs were informed about the meeting 2-3 days in advance. We used the field staff at
the District Commissioner’s office to inform the PAPs about the meetings. The messages
focused on explain the RAP process from the initial identification and assessment of affected
assets and properties to the disclosure and payment of compensations. It was emphasised
that no compensation payments would be made to PAPs until all disputes were resolved and
compensation amounts have been disclosed to them and they have agreed to the amounts.
Further, PAPs were informed that no construction works would start until all compensations
were paid to all PAPs.

PAPs were informed of the options of receiving compensations in-kind and in cash including
the disadvantages and advantages of each option. PAPs were informed that in case of opting
for cash compensation, cash will be paid through banks. The project will arrange opening of
Bank Accounts for those who do not have Bank Accounts. PAPs (spouses) were encouraged
to open joint bank accounts where applicable.

The whole consultation process was meant to provide sufficient information to PAPs to
safeguard them against risks of receiving and keeping large amounts of cash in their homes.
PAPs were informed of the dangers of receiving compensations in cash with examples from
the nearby Vale Railway Construction project from Moatize in Tete Province in Mozambique
to Liwonde township in Malawi which was recently completed. The PAPs were informed to
make wise decisions based on the information provided.

During the consultations frequently asked questions were the following:
o Whether they are going to cultivate on their land this year?

When are they going to receive their compensation?

Why some PAPs names are not landowners and strangers.

If they are going to be allowed to use existing bank accounts

What will be the procedure for compensation?

In case of in-kind type of land compensation, will the government be responsible for

finding the new land.

Is the government going to facilitate bank account opening process?

¢ How is the government going to help those who were absent during registration, but
they are legitimate landowners and are affected?

o How is the government going to help them in cases where some chiefs are claiming
back customary land just because the canal is passing through it?

e What will happen if a PAP dies before receiving compensation?

All concerns and queries raised by the PAPs are being duly addressed and clarified. In case
of any disputes, grievances, or queries, the PAPs have been assured that they will be resolved
or clarified during the RAP verification exercise, before they receive any compensations. The
MoLHUD staff will conduct the RAP verification exercise in accordance with the agreed-upon
procedures. The first phase of the exercise is scheduled to take place in May 2023, which will



produce the final list of PAPs with their assessed properties. The second phase, which is the
RAP report compilation, will be conducted from June to July 2023, upon the PMT's completion
of the review of this report.

In addition to the RAP verification exercise, the PMT will conduct follow-up visits to ensure
that complainants are satisfied with the outcomes of the corrective processes and actions.
During these visits, the PMT found that many grievances were still being raised by PAPs,
particularly regarding misunderstandings between family members on who should be
compensated for family land. This issue was observed in all the affected GVHs. However,
these misunderstandings were resolved during the verification exercise, which is a positive
step towards ensuring that all parties involved are satisfied with the outcomes of the
compensation process.

Below are examples of types of grievances that were observed and resolved:
a. Boundary issues.
b. Registering land belonging to others.

1.5 Cut-off-date

The RAP field work commenced on 29th November and lasted for approximately 60 days,
ending on 7th April 2023. The Census and Asset Inventory Survey determined 7th April 2023
as the cut-off date for RAP preparation. Therefore, any assets created or improvements made
to existing assets, changes in use or ownership, or potential newcomers within the way leave
after this date will not be eligible for compensation. The Project Affected Persons and
communities in the Programme area of influence were informed that the project will only pay
for property that has been assessed, and the PMT will soon make an official announcement
via the media.
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Chapter 2 : POLICY AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE
RESETTLEMENT ACTION PLAN

Policy and legal framework on resettlement in Malawi is drawn from the Constitution of the
Republic of Malawi, Malawi National Land Policy and various pieces of legislation, which
include the newly passed land Acts. The following paragraphs highlight the resettlement
related policies and Acts, which the SVTP should adhere to.

2.1 Policy Framework

2.1.1 Malawi 2063

The Malawi 2063 (MW2063) seeks to transform Malawi into a wealthy and self-reliant
industrialized “upper middle-income country” by the year 2063. Pillar 1 advocates agricultural
productivity and commercialization and spells out the vision of Malawians having an optimally
productive and commercialized agriculture sector. Nonetheless, production and productivity
of the agricultural sector has remained below the country’s potential and is insufficient to match
the increasing demand from domestic and export markets. Some of the factors that have
contributed to the low production and productivity of the sector include high environmental
degradation; increasing adverse climatic conditions; and low adoption of climate smart
agricultural technologies (GoM, 2020). In this regard, MW2063 advocates investments in
sustainable irrigation systems to optimally harness the productivity and commercialization
drive while averting adverse climatic variability.

The MIP-1 aligns with the overall objectives of the STVP project by advocating for several key
measures to be accomplished by 2030. These measures include improving land tenure,
expanding the area under irrigation, enhancing agricultural diversification, strengthening
institutional capacities, improving agricultural marketing (including pricing of agricultural
products), and ensuring improved access to farm inputs. These objectives are crucial in
promoting sustainable agricultural practices and fostering long-term agricultural development,
in line with the broader goals of the STVP project.

In line with MW2063, the implementation of the RAP should prioritize the realization of
community benefits through investments in sustainable irrigation systems, and integration of
climate mitigation and adaptation measures in capacity building and resilience interventions
to optimally harness the productivity and commercialization drive while averting adverse
climatic variability.

2.1.2 The Malawi National Land Policy (2002)

The Malawi National Land Policy recognises land as a basic resource for social and economic
development in Malawi. To achieve this, the policy guarantees full legal protection of
customary land tenure to the people of Malawi. Malawians regard access to land as a
fundamental right. In line with this, Clause 4.11 of the Policy affirms equitable access to land
to all citizens of Malawi. In line with Section 28 of the Malawi Constitution, the policy provides
for the right to property and prohibits arbitrary deprivation of any person’s property whether by
a public or private entity, the Malawi National Land Policy states that “compensation valuation
for customary land, at the time of acquisition by the Government, should be based on the open
market value of the land and all improvements on the land”. On relocation of displaced people,
the Policy advocates for adequate consultations between the District Commissioner’s office,
Traditional Authority level and the affected people so that their interests are taken care of.

1See Section 4.16.2
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The Ministry Details on the consultation process are provided in subsequent sections and
appendices of this RAP to illustrate consultations with the affected people and other key
stakeholders in the process of preparing this RAP.

2.1.3 The National Gender Policy (2015)

The purpose of the policy is to strengthen gender mainstreaming and women empowerment
at all levels in order to facilitate attainment of gender equality and equity in Malawi.
According this Policy, the Government of Malawi is expected to implement a constitutional
obligation of building a society where men, women, boys and girls equally and effectively
participate in and benefit from development process.

The Policy seeks to achieve the following broad objectives to:

a) advocate for increased access to, retention and completion of quality education for
girls and boys;

b) ensure women, men, boys and girls sexual and reproductive health rights, and HIV
AIDS status are improved,;

c) strengthen gender mainstreaming in all sectors of the economy.

d) reduce poverty among women and other vulnerable groups (Orphans, widows, PLHA,
persons with disabilities, the elderly) through economic empowerment;

e) promote women’s participation in decision making positions in both politics and public
life.

f) reduce gender-based violence; and

g) strengthen the capacity of the National Gender Machinery.

It was established during consultations that women are vulnerable in terms of land ownership
because of culture — land belongs to men. Therefore, implementation of this RAP must ensure
protection of women from gender-based violence on land transactions and enhancement of
women’s decision making in economic and livelihood opportunities.

2.1.4 National HIV AND AIDS Policy, 2012

The national HIV and AIDS policy highlights that HIV and AIDS impact on the country is quite
significant and affects a range of socio-economic activities be it in agriculture, fisheries, public
sector, private sector and tourism in urban and rural areas among others. HIV and AIDS
prevalence in the country varies from one region to the other and from rural to urban areas.
The highest rate is in the Southern Region and the lowest in the Northern Region.

National HIV and AIDS Policy identifies migrant workers and women among highly vulnerable
people to transmission of HIV and AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases. An
application of migrant workers is that some single male migrant workers would be at an
increased likelihood of contracting HIV and AIDS. The reason is that some migrant workers
may approach and indulge in casual sex with infected local female partners in the surrounding
local communities or some sex workers within the Project site. In addition, increased disposal
of income from migrant workers may enhance some workers to indulge in extra-marital affairs
with either local girls or married women or men within the surrounding villages. These sexual
activities would enhance the spread of HIV and AIDS among workers.

Despite that HIV/AIDS issues have been addressed in the ESIA report, implementation of
resettlement activities should take due regard of the need to address HIV and AIDS issues in
the project areas. The Ministry of Agriculture should collaborate with stakeholders in raising
awareness to PAPs and the communities on the dangers of, and prevention and management
measures for HIV and AIDS. This should include sharing Information, Education and
Communication (IEC) materials on HIV and AIDS during resettlement processes, among other
interventions.
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2.2 Legal framework

2.2.1 Constitution of the Republic of Malawi (1995)

The Constitution of the Republic of Malawi is the supreme law of the land. All other pieces of
legislation or acts of government are valid to the extent of their consistency with the
Constitution, according to section 5 of the Constitution. Several judgments of the High Court
and even the Supreme Court confirm the position. It is therefore, imperative that the
Programme complies with this and indeed any other relevant laws.

Under section 13 of the Constitution, the State has the responsibility to ensure gender equality,
responsible environmental management, enhance the quality of life in rural communities,
among others. The Constitution uniquely provides for the right to development in section 30,
which not only confers the right but also places responsibility on the State to take all necessary
measures for the realisation of the right to development. To the extent that the SVTP is no
doubt a development Programme, it is welcome in this constitutional setting. It is nevertheless
imperative to examine key legal rights accorded to potential PAPs under the Programme.

In terms of equality generally, section 20 of the Constitution prohibits discrimination of any
form and on account of any status.

Women have special protection under section 24 of the Constitution in that “Women have the
right to full and equal protection by the law, and have the right not to be discriminated against
on the basis of their gender or marital status which includes (a) to be accorded the same
rights as men in civil law, including equal capacity to (i) enter into contracts, (ii) acquire and
maintain rights in property, independently or in association with others, regardless of their
marital status...and any law that discriminates against women on the basis of gender or marital
status is invalid...” Special recognition of women'’s rights under the Programme is therefore
necessary where applicable. Cultural practices that tend to discriminate against women need
to be handled cautiously under the Programme.

In recognition of intergenerational equity, section 13(d) compels the state to manage the
environment responsibly to prevent degradation of the environment, provide a healthy living
and working environment for the people of Malawi and accord full recognition to the rights of
future generations by means of environmental protection and sustainable development of
natural resources.

Regarding protection of property rights, the Constitution has three key sections on the subject
(section 28, 24 and 44). Section 24 concerns women’s rights as discussed above. On the
other hand, section 28 entrenches the right to property. It provides that “every person shall be
able to acquire property alone or in association with others, and that no person shall be
arbitrarily deprived of property. According to section 44(2), “expropriation of property shall be
permissible only when done for public utility and only when there has been adequate
notification and appropriate compensation, provided that there shall always be a right to
appeal to a court of law”. In Malawi, the courts have held that this constitutional protection of
property rights avails to customary and registered land alike.

The same Constitution in section 44(1) says that no restriction or limitation may be placed on
any constitutional rights unless such restriction is prescribed by law, is reasonable, is
recognised by international human rights standards and is necessary in an open and
democratic society. It needs to be noted that this criterion is cumulative.

In implementing the Programme, SVTP must therefore, exercise care and caution in all the

Programme stages, given that activities of the Programme may be the subject of constitutional
challenges, even if they passed the statutory steps.
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2.2.2 The Land Related Laws

Malawi has enacted 10 land related laws including; Land (amendment) Act, 2022; Customary
Land (amendment) Act, 2022; Land Survey (amendment) Act, 2022; the Lands Acquisition
(Amendment) Act, 2022; Physical Planning (amendment) Act, 2022; the Forestry
(Amendment) Act, 2016; Malawi Housing Corporation (Amendment) (No.2) Act, 2016;
Registered Land (Amendment) Act, 2022; Public Roads (Amendment) Act, 2016; and Local
Government (Amendment) Act, 2016. The Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban
Development is currently preparing the regulations for the implementation of these laws, which
should adequately protect the PAP’s and other stakeholders’ interests. The following are the
Laws that has significant impact on this RAP implementation:

a) The Land (amendment) Act, 2022
Under SVTP the provisions of the Land Act shall be applicable. This is the principal Act with
respect to land administration and management in Malawi and for all matters relating to land
such as land tenure, land transfer, land use and compensation. The Act vests all land in the
Republic in perpetuity, as opposed to the President as was the case with the repealed Land
Act (Cap 57:01).

Section 5 (1) gives powers to cooperatives to own land. The section states: “Land shall not be
assured to or for the benefit of or acquired by or on behalf of a body corporate, unless the
body corporate is authorized by a license issued by the Minister in consultation with the
President to hold land in Malawi, but this section shall not apply to a body corporate
incorporated in Malawi in accordance with the Companies Act or a body corporate established
by or under a written law which empowers it to hold land in Malawi”.

Section 9 (A) of the Land (amendment) Act, 2022 provide that every person shall have right
to land for shelter and livelihood. The section also provides that government will ensure that
there is no concentration of land to few individuals to the disadvantage of other deserving
individuals. Section 9(B) provides that no person shall sell vacant leasehold or freehold land.
Section 7 categories land as public land, customary land and private land.

Section 13 (1) of the Land Act provides powers to the Minister or local government in whose
Traditional Land Management Area the required land for acquisition is situated, to be served
with notices on the same. It states that "Where it appears to the Minister or local government
authority that any unallocated customary land is needed for public utility, the Minister or local
government authority, as the case may be, shall serve notice on the Traditional Authority within
whose Traditional Land Management Area, the customary land is situated..."

Section 13 (2) provides powers too, for the said authorities, to grant temporary use and
occupation of customary land for a period in excess of 7 years while such land shall remain
customary throughout the said period and upon expiry of such period the authorities may
authorize such temporary use and occupation for a further 3 years. The section further
requires the Minister or the local government authority to give notice, publishing in the Gazette,
and invite any person to which the notice relates, to submit particulars of his claim to the
Minister or local government authority within two months of the date of publication of such
notice in the gazette. While Section 13 provides the powers to minister or local government
authority to acquire or authorize use and serve notice for such use, Section 14 provides that
"any person who by reason of any acquisition made under section 13 (1) or Sections (2) and
(3) ), suffers any disturbance of or loss or damage to any interest which he may have or
immediately prior to the occurrence of any of the events referred to in this section, may have
had in such land shall be paid such compensation for such disturbance, loss or damage as is
reasonable.”
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Thus, the Act provides powers to Minister or local government within which the required land
falls to acquire or authorize its use as long as appropriate compensation is paid.

Section 19 of the Land Act provides that nothing in this Act shall be construed as preventing
the registration of customary land under the Registered Land Act as private land. As such the
customary estates which will be created under the Customary Land (amendment) Act, 2022
will be registered under the Registered Land (Amendment) Act, 2022. This will ensure tenure
security and enhance investment on the land.

Another important provision in the Act is allocation of land for investment purposes to the
Malawi Investment and Trade Centre. Section 11 (3) and (4) land shall be withdrawn if not
developed within two years and underdeveloped land shall be subdivided accordance to
Physical Planning Act and maybe reallocated.

Part Il of the Act provides for the office of the Commissioner of Land, whose duties include: to
administer land; to sign, seal execute, perfect, and accept grants, leases, or other dispositions
of public land and surrenders; and sign and issue documents including documents of consent.

Land parcels in the SVTP Area shall, therefore, be registered under such provisions.

b) Customary Land (amendment) Act, 2016
The Act has formalized the powers and duties of Traditional Leaders in land administration
and management through creation of committees and tribunals to carry out allocations,
adjudication and management of land and settlement of customary land disputes.

Section 20 (1) of the Land (Amendment) Act, 2022 specifies that a customary estate shall be
allocated by a land committee to indigenous Malawians, including family members or groups
of two or more indigenous Malawians, irrespective of their legal association. Section 20 (2)
further establishes that a customary estate cannot be allocated to a partnership or corporate
body whose members or shareholders are not indigenous Malawians. Therefore, in
accordance with this law, an irrigation program operated on a cooperative basis by indigenous
Malawians would be eligible to acquire a customary estate through the normal procedure of
acquisition.

c) Land Acquisition (Amendment) Act, 2022
This is a Principal Act dealing with land acquisition and compensation in Malawi The Act
provides powers to Minister or local government authority to acquire land for public utility either
compulsorily or by agreement and pay appropriate compensation thereof.

Section 3 (A) states that, in accordance with the written law, if a private developer acquires
customary land or customary estate, the private developer is required to provide
compensation. The compensation amount will be determined by a valuer appointed by the
Minister, and the private developer shall be responsible for covering the valuer's expenses.

Section 4 provides powers to the acquiring authority to enter, dig, clear, set out and mark the
boundaries of the proposed land, do all other acts necessary to ascertain whether the land is
or may be suitable, provided such entry is preceded by a notice to the occupier 7 days before
and the acquiring authority is ready to pay for the damage done by the persons entering such
land. Part I1A provides for compensation assessment and matters to be considered.

Section 9 states that the acquiring authority shall pay appropriate compensation and that shall
be in one lump sum. Section 10 lists the grounds for compensation being: loss of occupational
rights, loss of land, loss of structure, loss of business, relocation costs, loss of good will, costs
of professional costs, injurious affection, nuisance, loss or reduction of tenure or disturbance.
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Section 10A lays down matters to be taken into consideration in assessing compensation for
alienated land and matters to be disregarded when calculating compensation.

Section 11 brings in matters of injurious affection and the need to consider environmental
impact of the Programme and depreciation.

All these provisions shall apply accordingly in SVTP.

d) Physical Planning Act, 2016

The Act seeks to provide, for all matters connected to physical planning. It makes provision
for orderly and progressive development of land both in the urban and rural areas. Section
67 (2) provides for the acquisition of land and compensation in accordance with the provisions
of Land Acquisition Act, to be where it is desirable to acquire land compulsorily. Section 43
(A) of the Act mandates that in Malawi, no person shall engage in any development activities
without obtaining the requisite planning permission as per the provisions of this act.
Customary estate adjudication, demarcation, and registration in the SVTP Programme Area
shall be done subject to compliance to land use planning in accordance with this Act.

e) Land Survey (Amendment) Act, 2022
The Land Survey Act outlines the legal requirements and procedures related to surveying land
in Malawi. Section 42 stipulates procedures of conducting surveys in Malawi. The program will
comply with the law in its operation.

f) Registered Land (amendment) Act, 2022

The Registered Land Act serves as the primary legislation governing the registration of land,
land rights, and interests in Malawi. Section 45 (2) of the Act provides guidance to the project
in cases where land needs to be appropriated after the termination of the lessee's rights, but
the owner continues to occupy the land. Section 79 of the Act addresses the transfer of land
from the lessee holder to the proprietor. It sets out the procedures and requirements for
transferring the rights and interests in land from the lessee to the proprietor. This section
provides the legal framework and guidelines for conducting such transfers in accordance with
the provisions of the Act. The project will ensure compliance with the provisions of this Act.

2.2.3 Local Government (Amendment Act), 2016

This Act is a principal Act on local governance in Malawi. In the context of the new land related
laws, several functions have been devolved from central government to local authorities.
Under SVTP, the respective local authorities shall make available land clerks for each TLMA,
district land registrar and land tribunals at various levels this will ensure smooth operations of
the Programme with respect to land matters at local authority.

2.2.4 The Forestry (Amendment) Act, 2016

The Act provides for the management of indigenous forests on public, customary, land.
Section 46(a) states that no person shall cut, take, fell, destroy, uproot, collect and remove
forest produce from a forest reserve, customary land, public land and protected forest area
unless duly authorised to do so. In accordance with this Section therefore, construction of
infrastructure in areas that are protected by the Forest Act will not be allowed without a permit.
The SVTP will ensure compliance to this provision.

2.2.5 The Monuments and Relics Act. 1991

The Act stipulates the proper management and conservation of monuments that are of
importance both nationally and locally. It also provides for proper preservation of monuments
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in the event that there is a change in the use or development of land. This gives room for the
authorities for monuments and relics to protect monuments under the provisions of the Land
Act or the Lands Acquisition Act. The Programme will have to be implemented in such a way
that any land acquisition, resettlement and compensation conform to Section 18 of this Act.

2.2.6 The Environment Management Act (Cap.60:02)

This Act makes provision for the protection and management of the environment and the
conservation and sustainable utilization of natural resources and for matters connected
therewith and incidental thereto. The Act provides that it shall be the duty of every person to
take all necessary and appropriate measures to protect and manage the environment and to
conserve natural resources and to promote sustainable utilization of natural resources in
accordance with the Act and any other written law relating to the protection and management
of the environment or the conservation and sustainable utilization of natural resources. The
Act provides for matters relating to:

a) Environmental planning, environmental impact assessment, audit and monitoring;
b) Environmental Management;

c) Pollution control;

d) Environmental fund;

e) Offences under the Act;

f) Legal proceedings.

Implementation of the civil works activities for this RAP, in line with the environmental and
social impact assessment report for this Programme, will ensure that the biophysical and
social impacts are appropriately managed.

2.2.7 The Water Resources Act, 2013

This Act is the principal statute whose objective is to promote the rational management and
use of the water resources of Malawi through, among others, the progressive introduction and
application of appropriate standards and techniques for the investigation, use, control,
protection, management and administration of water resources by government agents and the
general public. The Act establishes a National Water Resources Authority, whose powers and
functions include; (a) to develop principles, guidelines and procedures for the allocation of
water resources; (b) to monitor, and from time to time reassess, the National Water Policy and
the National Water Resources Master Plan; (c) to receive and determine applications for
permits for water use; (d) to monitor and enforce conditions attached to permits for water use;
(e) to regulate and protect water resources quality from adverse impacts and to manage and
protect water catchments, among others. These powers, if used effectively during
implementation of this RAP will ensure sustainable use of the water resources.

2.3 Other related Acts

The review of legal framework may not include all related laws. In case there are specific
resettlement issues that may trigger application of some provisions of sectoral or specific
pieces of legislation. The authorities under this program shall ensure that there is compliance
in that regard. Such issues will therefore be handled in accordance to that specific law of
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Malawi such as The Gender Equality Act, Marriage, Divorce and Family Relations Act, Wills
and Inheritance Act.

2.3.1 The African Development Bank’s Integrated Safeguards System (2013):
Involuntary resettlement, land acquisition, population displacement and
compensation

The policy relates to Bank-financed Projects that cause the involuntary resettlement of people.
It seeks to ensure that when people must be displaced; they are treated fairly, equitably and
in a socially and culturally sensitive manner; that they receive compensation and resettlement
assistance; so that their standards of living, income-earning capacity, production levels and
overall means of livelihood are improved; and that they share in the benefits of the Programme
that involve their resettlement. Specifically, the policy seeks to:

a) avoid involuntary resettlement where feasible, or minimize resettlement impacts,
where involuntary resettlement is deemed unavoidable, after all alternative
Programme designs have been explore;

b) ensure that displaced people are meaningfully consulted and given opportunities to

participate in the planning and implementation of resettlement;

c) ensure that displaced people receive significant resettlement assistance under the
Programme so that their standards of living, income-earning capacity, production
levels and overall means of livelihood are sustained or improved beyond pre-
Programme levels;

d) provide explicit guidance to borrowers on the conditions that need to be met, regarding
involuntary resettlement issues in Bank operations, to mitigate the negative impacts of
displacement and resettlement, actively facilitate social development and establish a
sustainable economy

e) guard against poorly prepared and implemented resettlement plans by setting up a
mechanism for monitoring the performance of involuntary resettlement programmes

in Bank operations and remedying problems as they arise; and

f) ensure that displaced people receive resettlement assistance, preferably under the
Programme, so that their standards of living, income earning capacity and production
levels are improved,;

Furthermore, the policy states that there are three groups of displaced people entitled to
compensation or resettlement assistance for loss of land or other assets taken for the
Programme purposes. These groups are:

e Those who have formal legal rights to land or other assets recognised under
the laws of the country concerned. This category generally includes people who
are physically residing at the Project site and those who will be displaced or
may lose access or suffer a loss in their livelihood as a result of Project
activities.

¢ Those who may not have formal legal rights to land or other assets at the time
of the census/ valuation but can prove that they have a claim that would be
recognised under the customary laws of the country. This category may include
people who may not be physically residing at the Project site or persons who
may not have any assets or direct sources of livelihood derived from the Project
site, but who have spiritual and/or ancestral ties with the land and are locally
recognised by communities as customary inheritors.

e Those who have no recognizable legal right or claim to the land they are
occupying in the Project area of influence and who do not fall into either of the
two categories described above, if they themselves or witnesses can
demonstrate that they occupied the Project area of influence for at least six
months, prior to a cut-off date established by the borrower or client in
consultation with the communities and acceptable to the Bank. These groups
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may be entitled to resettlement assistance other than compensation for land to
improve their former living standards (compensation for loss of livelihood
activities, common property resources, structures and crops, etc.).

The policy also provides procedures for consultations, resettlement planning, compensation,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation.

2.3.2 Policies of the World Bank on resettlement

The World Bank has adopted several policy objectives in relation to involuntary resettlement:

a)

b)

Involuntary resettlement should be avoided where feasible, or minimized; exploring all
viable alternative Project designs.

Resettlement activities should be conceived and executed as sustainable development
programs, providing sufficient investment resources to enable the persons displaced
by the Project to share in Programme benefits. Displaced persons should be
meaningfully consulted and should have opportunities to participate in planning and
implementing resettlement programs.

Displaced persons should be assisted in their efforts to improve their livelihoods and
standards of living or at least to restore them in real terms, to pre-displacement levels
or to levels prevailing prior to the beginning of Programme implementation; whichever
is higher.

According to the World Bank, a resettlement action may include: (i) the loss of land or physical
structures on the land, including business; (ii) the physical movement; and (iii) the economic
rehabilitation of Project Affected Persons (PAPS) in order to improve (or at least restore) the
levels of income or life prevailing before the action causing the resettlement has taken place.

Where resettlement is unavoidable, the bank has provided the following guiding principles in
order to achieve the above-mentioned objectives; and for preparation of a resettlement policy
framework and resettlement action plan that ensure that displaced people are:
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a)

b)

c)

d)

f)

9)

informed about their options and rights pertaining to resettlement;

consulted on, offered choices among, and provided with technically and economically
feasible resettlement alternatives;

provided prompt and effective compensation at full replacement cost for losses of
assets attributable directly to the Project;

provided assistance (such as moving allowances) during relocation;

provided with residential housing, or housing sites, or, as required, agricultural sites
for which a combination of productive potential, locational advantages and other
factors are at least equivalent to the advantages of the old site;

offered support after displacement, for a transition period; based on a reasonable
estimate of the time likely to be needed to restore their livelihood and standards of
living; and

provided with development assistance, in addition to compensation such as land
preparation, credit facilities, training, or job opportunities.



The policy also advocates that:

a)

b)

d)

particular attention should be paid to the needs of vulnerable groups among those
displaced, especially those below the poverty line, the landless, the elderly, women
and children, indigenous peoples, ethnic minorities, or other displaced persons who
may not be protected through national land compensation legislation;

implementation of resettlement activities should be linked to the implementation of the
investment component of the Programme to ensure that displacement or restriction of
access does not occur before necessary measures for resettlement are in place. These
measures include provision of compensation and other assistance required for
relocation, prior to displacement; and preparation and provision of resettlement sites
with adequate facilities, where required. In particular, taking of land and related assets
may take place only after compensation has been paid and, where applicable,
resettlement sites and moving allowances have been provided to the displaced
persons.

Displaced persons, their communities and any host communities receiving them, are
timely provided with relevant information, consulted on resettlement options and
offered opportunities to participate in planning, implementing and monitoring
resettlement. Appropriate and accessible grievance mechanisms are established for
these groups.

In new resettlement sites or host communities, infrastructure and public services are
provided as necessary to improve, restore, or maintain accessibility and levels of
service for the displaced persons and host communities. Alternative or similar
resources are provided to compensate for the loss of access to community resources
(such as fishing areas, grazing areas, fuel, or fodder).

Patterns of community organization appropriate to the new circumstances are based
on choices by the displaced persons. To the extent possible, the existing social and
cultural institutions of resettled people and any host communities are preserved and
the preferences of the resettled people with respect to relocating in pre-existing
communities and groups are honoured.

The policy also sets out the following guiding principles on which to base the criteria for
determining eligibility for compensation, resettlement and rehabilitation assistance measures
for PAPs:

a)

b)

Persons that have formal legal rights to land, including customary and traditional; and
religious rights recognized under the laws of Malawi.

Persons who do not have formal legal rights to land or assets at the time the census
begins; but have a recognized claim to such land or assets through the national and
customary laws of Malawi. This class of people includes those that come from outside
the country and have been given land by the local authorities to settle, and/or to occupy
in matrimonial society.

Persons who have no recognizable legal right or claim to the land they are occupying,
using or getting their livelihood from. This class of people includes those that settle at
a place on semi-permanent basis, or those settling at a place without any formal grant
or authority.

PAPs in a) and b) above shall be provided compensation, resettlement and rehabilitation
assistance for the land, buildings or fixed assets on the land and buildings taken by the Project.
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The compensation shall be in accordance with the provisions of this Programme's RPF and if
PAPs occupied the Project area prior to the cut-off date (date of commencement of the
census). Persons in ¢) above are to be provided with compensation for improvements on the
land. In addition, they have to be given the necessary assistance to satisfy the provisions set
out in this Programme if they occupy the Project area prior to the established cut-off date.

Communities including districts, towns, neighbourhoods and villages permanently losing land,
resources and/or access to assets shall be eligible for compensation. Compensation to
communities will include for example: public toilets, market places, car parks and health posts
or other appropriate compensation chosen by the community. Compensation measures shall
ensure that pre-resettlement socioeconomic status of the communities is restored or
improved.

ESS 5 Involuntary resettlement
The main objectives of the WB Resettlement Policy (ESS 5) are to:

a) To avoid involuntary resettlement or, when unavoidable, minimize involuntary
resettlement by exploring project design alternatives.

b) To avoid forced eviction.

c) To mitigate unavoidable adverse social and economic impacts from land acquisition or
restrictions on land use by: (a) providing timely compensation for loss of assets at
replacement cost and (b) assisting displaced persons in their efforts to improve, or at
least restore, their livelihoods and living standards, in real terms, to pre-displacement
levels or to levels prevailing prior to the beginning of project implementation, whichever
is higher

d) To improve living conditions of poor or vulnerable persons who are physically
displaced, through provision of adequate housing, access to services and facilities,
and security of tenure.

e) To conceive and execute resettlement activities as sustainable development
programs, providing sufficient investment resources to enable displaced persons to
benefit directly from the project, as the nature of the project may warrant.

f) To ensure that resettlement activities are planned and implemented with appropriate
disclosure of information, meaningful consultation, and the informed participation of
those affected.

This ESS applies to permanent or temporary physical and economic displacement resulting
from the following types of land acquisition or restrictions on land use undertaken or imposed
in connection with project implementation:

a) Land rights or land use rights acquired or restricted through expropriation or other
compulsory procedures in accordance with national law;

b) Land rights or land use rights acquired or restricted through negotiated settlements
with property owners or those with legal rights to the land, if failure to reach settlement
would have resulted in expropriation or other compulsory procedures;

c) Restrictions on land use and access to natural resources that cause a community or

groups within a community to lose access to resource usage where they have
traditional or customary tenure, or recognizable usage rights. This may include
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situations where legally designated protected areas, forests, biodiversity areas or
buffer zones are established in connection with the project;

d) Relocation of people without formal, traditional, or recognizable usage rights, who are
occupying or utilizing land prior to a project specific cut-off date;

e) Displacement of people as a result of project impacts that render their land unusable
or inaccessible;

f) Restriction on access to land or use of other resources including communal property
and natural resources such as marine and aquatic resources, timber and non-timber
forest products, fresh water, medicinal plants, hunting and gathering grounds and
grazing and cropping areas;

g) Land rights or claims to land or resources relinquished by individuals or communities
without full payment of compensation;10 and

h) Land acquisition or land use restrictions occurring prior to the project, but which were
undertaken or initiated in anticipation of, or in preparation for, the project.

ESS 5, Annex A (Paragraphs 17-31), describes the scope (level of detail) and the elements
that a resettlement plan should include. These include objectives, potential impacts,
socioeconomic studies, legal and institutional framework, eligibility, valuation and
compensation of losses, resettlement measures, relocation planning, community participation,
grievance management procedures, implementation schedule, costs and budgets; and
monitoring and evaluation.

The World Bank (ESS 5 requires that the resettlement plan includes measures to ensure that
displaced persons are (i) informed about their options and rights, (ii) consulted and offered
choices among technically and economically feasible resettlement alternatives, and (iii)
provided prompt and effective compensation of full resettlement costs.

The WB OP 4.12 (8) requires that particular attention should be paid to the needs of vulnerable
groups among those displaced such as those below the poverty line, landless, elderly, women
and children, indigenous populations, ethnic minorities.

The WB. OP 4.12 (13a) stipulates that any displaced persons and their communities; and any
host communities receiving them should be provided with timely and relevant information.
They should also be consulted on resettlement options and offered opportunities to participate
in planning, implementing and monitoring the resettlement.

The WB OP4.12 (12a) states that payment of cash compensation for lost assets may be
appropriate where livelihoods are land-based but only when the land taken for the Project is a
small fraction (less than 20%) of the affected asset and the residual is economically viable.

The WB OP4.12 (6b&c) state that in case of physical relocation, displaced persons should be
(i) provided with assistance (such as moving allowances) during relocation; and (ii) provided
with residential housing, or housing sites and, if required, agricultural sites for which a
combination of productive potential, locational advantages and other factors is at least
equivalent to the advantages of the old site. In addition, displaced persons should be offered
support after displacement, for a transition period, based on a reasonable estimate of the time
likely to be needed to restore their livelihood and standards of living. This development
assistance comes in addition to compensation measures such as land preparation, credit
facilities, training, or job opportunities.
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The WB OP4.12 (13a) requires that appropriate and accessible grievance mechanisms be
established to sort out any issues arising from the Programme.

2.2 Comparison between the National Legal and Policy Provisions, the World
Bank and the African Development Bank Policies on Involuntary
Resettlement

Table 2.1 compares the policies and assesses the gaps between the national legal policy
provisions, the World Bank and African Development Bank Policies on involuntary
resettlement. It also proposes measures to bridge the identified gaps.
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Table 2.1: Comparison and assessment of gaps in national legislation and World Bank as well as African Development Bank policies

Type of | National legislation provisions ESS 5 of the WB*provisions
property/PAP

Land

Land
Occupier

Buildings
(houses,
annexes

24

Owner/

and

Land for land compensation
Preferred.

Land owners can be
compensated for land with

money, if there is no alternative
land or if the offered alternative
land is not economically
productive.

Land owners are entitled to
reasonable compensation,
based on open market value (as
provided for in the Land Act
2016 and Customary Land Act
2016); offered by government on
customary land and agreed to by
the parties

Valuation of affected land can be
done by government valuers or
private valuers approved by the
Commissioner for Lands

Payment of cash compensation,
based on loss or damage or
destruction of buildings

Compensation in cash at
depreciated replacement cost

Compensations in  kind

recommended.

are

Assistance should be provided for
the restoration of productivity and

achieving production levels (at
least equivalent to the land
replaced).

Cash compensation is possible if
the affected lands account for less
than 20% of the household’s land.

Replacement land should be of the
same or better productive quality;
or in monetary value at open
market rate, if there is no
alternative land, or if the
alternative land is not of good
quality.

The policy stipulates that land

owners are entitled to
compensation for buildings at
replacement cost; and for

expenses on labour at current

market rates.

Compensations in kind are
recommended. Compensation
should be based on the market

AfDB
Policy?provisions

Compensations

kind are
recommended.

Assistance  should
be provided for the
restoration of
productivity and
achieving production
levels (at least
equivalent to the

land replaced).

Compensations in
kind are
recommended.

Proposal

to bridge the gap
Compensation of land for
land of the same or better
productive quality to PAPs
will be first option.

For PAPs who may decide
not to be part of the
irrigation scheme,
replacement land of equal
or greater value than land
lost to the Programme will
be offered.

Compensation with money
for land to Project Affected
Persons in cases of lack of
alternative suitable land.

Compensation  for all
structures at full

replacement costs prior to



Type of | National legislation provisions ESS 5 of the WB*provisions
property/PAP

affected and market value in rural and value of depreciation, as well as all

other
property)

Crops, timber
and fruit trees
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urban areas respectively

On private land, compensation
is both on the improvements and
on the land itself

For perennial crops,
consideration is given to the
average productive period, price
per kg, yield per year per tree or
crop and establishment cost

Or duration before production,
price/kg, yield per plant/year
plus establishment cost

transaction costs (taxes, permits,
etc.)- Full Replacement cost

All structures and improvements
should be compensated with
replacement value plus labour and
transport cost of materials

PAPs with temporary structures or
buildings are entitled to land
compensation or cash
compensation at full replacement
costs including labour and
relocation.

PAPs with buildings built illegally
are entitled to compensation at full
replacement costs; including
labour costs prior to displacement.

For perennial crops,
compensation shall consider the
production delivery time.

For annual crops, the land offered
as compensation allows the
restoration of production

Crops are compensated at market
value

AfDB
Policy?provisions

Compensation

should be based on
the present value
without depreciation

For perennial crops,
compensation shall
consider the
production delivery

time. For annual
crops, the land
offered as
compensation

allows the

Proposal
to bridge the gap

displacement, without
taking into consideration the
deprecation.
Land for  constructing
dwelling houses and
business structures will be
provided in consultation
with the chiefs within
existing villages.

Privately owned land and
structures will be
compensated at
replacement value plus;
labour and transport cost for
materials at current market
rates.

Compensation for labour
costs to be based on
gazetted government rates.

Compensation should be at
market value

For perennial crops,
compensation shall
consider the production
delivery time.

For annual crops, the land
offered as compensation



Type of | National legislation provisions ESS 5 of the WB*provisions
property/PAP

Economic
Impact

26

For annual crops, they are
allowed to harvest or
compensated based on the
highest market price, land size,
and yield per hectare

Timber trees, if proven that they
were planted by claimant can be
compensated for

Section 10 (2) D and (J) provides
for assessment for the loss of
business and disturbance.

Labour input to look after fruit trees
and timber trees are also
compensated for

Resettlement program that allows
the owner to gain full trade income
flow. Compensation offered for the
recovery cost of commercial
activities elsewhere, the loss of net
income during the transition
period; and transfer fees and
relocation of the plant, machinery
or other equipment, as applicable.
Provide replacement property of
equal or greater value, or cash
compensation at full replacement
cost to persons with legal rights or
right to claim on the land which are
recognized or recognizable under
national laws.

AfDB
Policy?provisions

restoration
production.

Resettlement
program that allows
the owner to gain full
trade income flow.

of allows the

Proposal

to bridge the gap
restoration of
production.

Labour input to look after
the trees should be
compensated for

Resettlement program that
allows the owner to gain full
trade income flow.
Compensation  for the
recovery cost of commercial
activities elsewhere,

The loss of net income
during the transition period;
and transfer fees and
relocation of the plant,
machinery or other
equipment, as applicable.

Provide replacement
property of equal or greater
value, or cash
compensation at full
replacement cost to
persons with legal rights or
right to claim on the land
which are recognized or



Type of | National legislation provisions ESS 5 of the WB!provisions AfDB Proposal
property/PAP Policy?provisions to bridge the gap

Assistance to
resettled PAPs

Legal or
customary
owners of land

and titled land
lllegal occupants

Tenants

Squatters
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Silent

Eligible for compensation.

Not eligible

Silent

No compensation to squatters
unless they occupy the private
land continuously for a period of
more than 12 years

PAPs should, in addition to the
relocation allowance, receive
assistance in their resettlement
and monitoring thereafter to
improve their standard of living on
another suitable site.

Eligible for compensation.

Relocation assistance and
compensation for loss of assets
(other than land) and support for
the resumption of activities, if any

They must be compensated,
whatever the type of legal
recognition of their land tenure
(formal or informal).

PAPs are entitled to compensation
regardless of the legal status of
their structures or occupation of
the land

PAPs should, in
addition to the
relocation
allowance, receive
assistance in their
resettlement and
monitoring
thereafter.

Eligible for
compensation.
Relocation
assistance and
compensation  for

loss of assets (other
than land).

They must
compensated,
whatever the type of
legal recognition of
their land tenure
(formal or informal).

be

recognizable under national
laws.

PAPs should, in addition to
compensation receive:

e relocation
allowance where
appropriate and

e livelihood
restoration.

Eligible for compensation.

Relocation assistance and
compensation for loss of
assets (other than land),.

Compensation  whatever
the type of legal recognition
of the land tenure, and
support for the resumption
of activities, if any.

Squatters  will  receive
livelihood restoration prior
to displacement.



2.3 Measures for addressing the gaps in implementation of the RAP

In addition to comparing the national and the Banks’ policies, table 2.1 identifies the gaps
between these policies and proposes measures to address the gaps. The approach in
addressing the gaps is to focus on implementation of the policy aspects which positively favour
the Project Affected Persons (PAPs) and leave out those which negatively impact them. This
approach is on the premise that the most stringent policy provisions will guarantee appropriate
and adequate compensation and resettlement assistance for the PAPs. In this regard, some
of the appropriate options to be adopted include the following:

a) Compensations in form of land for land for those who have been displaced should be
considered as the preferred option. This option is considered as suitable and effective
to allow Programme-displaced persons acquire the replacement land.

b) Compensations related to customary land acquisition are to be made on real
replacement values in accordance to new land related laws.

¢) Compensations should be paid to all categories of PAPs as long as they comply with
the requirements of this RAP and the cut-off date. Some special Project Affected
Persons to be included are the squatters, vendors and stalls/hawkers owners.

d) Provision of basic social services to Project Affected Persons in the new areas of

relocation. Such support would enhance the restoration of standards of living of the
PAPs.
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Chapter 3: RESETTLEMENT PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES

3.1. Objectives of resettlement

Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) is prepared to ensure that the involuntary resettlement is
avoided where feasible or minimized through exploring Programme and design alternatives.
It is also aimed at enhancing or at least restore the livelihoods of all affected persons in real
terms, relative to pre-Programme levels and improve the standards of living of the affected
poor and other vulnerable.

3.2. Principles of resettlement

The preparation of this RAP has been based on the following principles of resettlement:

a) Screen the Programme early to identify its past, present and future involuntary
resettlement impacts and risks. Determine the scope of resettlement planning through
survey/census of the affected persons, including a gender analysis, specifically related
to resettlement impacts and risks.

b) Carry out meaningful consultations with affected persons, host communities and
concerned NGOs. Inform all affected persons of their entitlements and resettlement
options. Ensure their participation in planning, implementation, and monitoring and
evaluation of resettlement programs. Pay particular attention to the needs of
vulnerable groups, especially of those below the poverty line, the landless, the elderly,
women and children, Indigenous Peoples, and those without legal title to land, and
ensure their participation in consultations.

c) Establish a grievance redress mechanism to receive and facilitate resolution of the
affected persons’ concerns. Support social and cultural institutions of affected persons
and their host population. Where involuntary resettlement impacts and risks are highly
complex and sensitive, compensation and resettlement decisions should be preceded
by a ‘social preparation’ phase.

d) Improve, or at least restore, livelihoods of all affected households through (a) land-
based resettlement strategies when affected livelihoods are land-based where
feasible, or cash compensation at replacement value for land when the loss of land
does not undermine livelihoods; (b) prompt replacement of assets and access to
assets of equal or higher value; (c) prompt compensation at full replacement cost for
assets that cannot be restored, and (d) where feasible, additional revenues and
services through Programme benefit sharing schemes.

e) If land acquisition is through negotiated settlements, procedures will be developed in
a transparent, consistent and equitable manner to ensure the persons who enter into
negotiated settlements will maintain the same or better income and livelihood status.

f) Displaced persons without titles to land or any recognizable legal rights to land are
eligible for resettlement assistance, and compensation for loss of non-land assets.

g) Prepare a resettlement plan, or equivalent planning document(s), elaborating affected
persons’ entitlements, the income and livelihood restoration strategy, institutional
arrangement, monitoring and reporting framework, budget, and time-bound
implementation schedule.

h) Disclose draft resettlement plan, including documentation of the consultation process
before the Project appraisal and in a form, manner and language(s) accessible to
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affected persons and other stakeholders. The final resettlement plans and their
updates will also be disclosed to the affected persons and other stakeholders.

Involuntary resettlement should be conceived and executed as part of a development
Project or program. The full costs of resettlement will be included in the presentation
of the costs and benefits of the Programme. For a Programme with significant
involuntary resettlement impacts, consider implementing the involuntary resettlement
component of the Programme as a stand- alone operation.

Pay compensation and provide other entitlements before physical or economic
displacement. Implement the resettlement plan under close supervision throughout the
Programme implementation.

Monitor and assess resettlement outcomes, their impacts on the standards of living of
the affected persons, and whether the objectives of the resettlement plan have been
achieved by taking into account the baseline conditions and the results of resettlement
monitoring. Disclose monitoring reports.



Chapter 4 : BASELINE INVENTORY

4.1 Socio-economic baseline

The program development objective for the shire valley transformation program is to increase
agricultural productivity and commercialisation for targeted households in the shire valley; and
to improve the sustainable management and utilisation of natural resources. The second
phase of the Project under the program (SVTP-2) will initiate the process of transformation of
the Shire Valley and pave the way for agricultural commercialization.

This section looks at the social and economic terrain of the Project area. It focuses on the
demographic and socio-economic characteristics of people in the Project area, with a view to
providing the baseline socio-economic situation, including access to services; and provides a
basis for predicting socio-economic impacts as well as designing appropriate mitigation
measures.

4.2 Population, migration and settlements

This RAP is the second of several RAPs that will be prepared for this project and is limited to
communities along Lengwe National Park to Bangula Main Canal and Secondary canal of
phase 2 of the project. The COWI report of 2016 is used for certain population characteristics
in the Project area, while the 2018 Population and Housing Census provides the population
figures for the project area. The primary data for evaluating the socio-economic status of the
Project area is generated from assert surveys and household socio-economic surveys
conducted by CAEM in Phase 2 Project area from 29th November 2022 to 7th April 2023.

Chikwawa District's total population was 564,684, of which 276,890 were males and 287,794
were females. Nsanje had a population of 299,168, with 143,578 males and 155,590 females,
according to the 2018 Population and Housing Census. The average annual population growth
rate for the districts is estimated at 2.5% for Chikwawa and 2.1% for Nsanje, lower than the
population growth rate for the country of 2.9%. The population for 2017 in Chikwawa was
566,283, according to the Socio-economic Profile (SEP). Data from the 2018 Household
Census indicates that Malawi has a larger population in the younger age groups, with almost
44 percent of the population being less than 15 years old. Approximately 84% of Malawi's
population is rural, and migration mostly takes place towards urban cities, primarily by males.

In 2018, TA Ngabu had the highest population (28%) in Chikwawa, while TA Milolo had the
highest population (23%) in Nsanje. TA Mbenje in the project area in Nsanje is the second
highest populated Traditional Authority in Nsanje. The total population for Nsanje was
estimated at 295,900 in 2017, according to Nsanje SEP (2017 -2022), and the total population
for Chikwawa was estimated at 615,685 according to SEP (2022 — 2030).

Table 4.1: Population by Traditional Authority in Chikwawa District

Traditional Authority Population 2018 Percentage
Distribution 2018

Ngabu 157,742 28%
Lundu 62,176 11%
Masache 22,207 4%
Ngowe 10,435 2%
Mililima 11,947 2%
Chapananga 88,641 7%
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Traditional Authority Population 2018 Percentage
Distribution 2018

Maseya 37,796 7%
Katunga 32,943 6%
Kasisi (including Majete Wildlife Reserve) 23,487 4%
Makhuwira 79,933 14%
Ndakwera (including Lengwe National Park) 24,234 4%
Chikwawa Boma 6,111 1%
Ngabu urban 7,032 1%
DISTRICT 564,684 100%

Table 4.2 Population by Traditional Authority in Nsanje District

Traditional Authority Population 2018 Percentage
Distribution 2018

TA Ndamera 33,679 11%
TA Chimombo 12,334 4%
TA Nyachikadza 7,643 3%
TA Mlolo 69,110 23%
TA Tengani 41,100 14%
TA Malemia 22,437 7%
TA Mbenje 53,559 18%
TA Ngabu 13,381 4%
TA Makoko 10,335 3%
Mwabvi Game Reserve 8,746 3%
Nsanje Boma 26,844 9%
DISTRICT 299,168 100%

The affected Traditional Authorities (T/As) of Ngabu, Ngowe, Lundu, Ndakwera, Maseya,
Katunga, and Kasisi, collectively host 66% of the population in Chikwawa district. Among the
impacted T/As, Ngabu is the most populated in Chikwawa. In Nsanje District, only TA Mbenje
is affected by the project.

COWI interviewed a total of 1,057 households, 574 in Phase 1, 406 in Phase 2, 52 in the
control area of Phase 1 and 25 in the control area of Phase 2. The household survey covered
all TAs within the area.

4.3 Migration trend

People in the project often choose to migrate to the nearby cities of Blantyre and Lilongwe, as
well as South Africa, in search of employment opportunities. Immigration is high from
Mozambique. According to the 2018 Population and Housing Census (PHC) Migration Report,
in-migrants were estimated at 54,787 and out-migrants at 66,811 for Chikwawa and in-
migrants were 22,576 and out-migrants 67,576. Those with a better education tend to migrate
more than those with little education. Most female headed households appear to husbands
who have migrated in search of a better livelihood.
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4.4 Settlement pattern

The Programme impact area is characterised by a number of settlement types. The canal
passes through a number of villages with both burnt bricks and iron sheets roofed houses and
also some made from mud bricks with grass thatch. According to statistics from the Malawi
Welfare Monitoring Report 2014, 56% of the houses in Chikwawa District are grass thatched
and 43% have iron sheets roofing. However, the percentage distribution of households by
main type of materials used for walls differs variably; grass 2.9%, mud 0.3, compacted earth,
4.5, mud bricks 37.7% and, burnt bricks 50.7% and those made of other materials at 2.9 %.

At the market centres, the buildings comprise mainly of burnt bricks with iron sheets. Some
dwelling houses are connected to the national power grid for the Electricity Supply Corporation
(ESCOM), while others have solar panels, mainly used for lighting in the night. The area also
has other buildings that include government offices, police units, secondary and primary
schools, agricultural stations, courts, ADMARC depots, hotels and lodges and the main
hospital and health centres.

The settlement pattern in Chikwawa and Nsanje District is influenced by several factors such
as topography, soil and climate, international boundary with Mozambique, population density,
land use, land ownership, economy and infrastructure. Similar to other areas in Malawi,
residential areas are separated from cultivation areas. It is common to find graveyards situated
next to villages; however, sources of water and firewood are often located at a distance,
particularly in areas without boreholes. The district is prone to floods, which renders some
land unsuitable for cultivation. The heavy rains during asset inventory and socio-economic
surveys disrupted the team's mobility. The settlement pattern presents an opportunity for a
more organized physical land use plan that could convert currently settled areas into irrigable
areas for land consolidation.

Areas surrounding the lllovo Estates, Allumenda and Kaombe Farm are densely populated by
smallholder farmers. The proposed irrigation Project will thus change and enhance the land-
use and settlement pattern. Households and structures will relocate, resulting in more land
being accessible for irrigation and subsequently more food availability.

4.5 Household types

The Malawi Welfare Monitoring report of 2014, notes that the majority of households in Malawi
(76%) is male headed. Figure 4.1 shows that of the total households surveyed in the SVTP
phase-1 impact area, 77% are male headed households and the remainder (23%) is female
headed. The figure is a little higher than the national figure of 76% and lower than the district
female headed 24%.
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Gender of Household Head

H Males HFemales

Figure 4-1 Gender of Head of Household

The proportion of household heads younger than 18 is higher in Southern Region (0.5%)
compared to the national. It is higher in female headed households (0.9%) compared to male
headed households (0.3%). Of the total number of household heads, 11% was 19-25 years
old, 30% was 26-35 years old and 60% was older than 35. Of the female household heads,
2% was 19-25 years, 3% 26-35 years and 12% older than 35. Of the male household heads
these percentages were respectively 9%, 27% and 48%.

The average household size in Malawi is 4.4 persons. The Northern Region had the biggest
average household size of 4.8, followed by the Central Region with household size of 4.4 and
Southern Region with household size of 4.3 persons per household. Male headed households
have an average of 3.0 persons and female headed households 8.1 persons according to the
2018 census; however, the Programme impact area had an average of 5.1 persons in a
household.

4.6 Ethnicity and cultural practices

The Chikwawa and Nsanje districts are home to several ethnic groups, including the Sena,
Mang'anja, Tonga, Lhomwe, Ngoni, Tumbuka, and Yao. The sena are the most dorminant in
the area with 60.9% of the population followed by the Mang’anja at 21.7% of the population.
The remaining ethnic groups each had less than 10% representation of the total population.

Table 4.3 2018 Malawi Population and Housing Census for Chikwawa and Nsanje District (2018
Population and Housing Census)

Tribe Chikwawa Population | Percentage Nsanje Percentage
Population
41,664 7.39% 2,830 0.95%

2,281 0.40% 509 0.17%
41,207 7.30% 21,777 7.29%
1,863 0.33% 1,254 0.42%

Yao 6,291 1.12% 2,191 0.73%
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Tribe

Chikwawa Population | Percentage INCETI[E Percentage
Population

Sena 274,356 48.64% 250,855 84.01%
Nkhonde 415 0.07% 140 0.05%
Ngoni 8,173 1.45% 1,488 0.50%
Lambya 99 0.02% 25 0.01%
Sukwa 133 0.02% 15 0.01%
Mang’anja 172,409 30.56% 14,978 5.02%
Nyanja 688 0.12% 80 0.03%
Others 14,520 2.57% 2,457 0.82%
Total 564,099 100.00% 298,599 100.00%

The Sena and Mang’anja were the most dominated in all the TA’s that the survey was
conducted where 81.40% were Sena seconded by Mang’anja with 15.07%, Tonga with
0.81%,0.90% Lhomwe,0.42% Ngoni, 0.33% Yao, 0.18% of other local languages and 0.06
Tumbuka.
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Figure 4-2: Ethnic groups in Programme impact areas (Source: SVIP Household Survey 2023)

4.7 Religion

According to the 2018 Population and Housing Census, the majority of the people (77.4
percent) in Malawi are Christians; Muslim comprise 13.8%, others 6.7% and those that do not
have any religious affiliation are 2.1%. In the Programme impact area, the survey revealed
that Christianity (Protestant and Catholics) is the main religion, with approximately 93% of the
total people surveyed. Moslems are at below 2% and the rest belong to other types of religion.
During the Focus Group Discussion (FGD), respondents highlighted the importance they place
on graveyards, where special permission is required from the village chief, for one to have
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access to them. Hence, they stressed the importance of avoiding these graveyards, unless if
it was practically impossible to realign the canal.

4.8 Marriage systems and marital status of household respondents

The people of Chikwawa District have a diversified cultural background due to the influence
of various tribes. Participants in the FGD however, mentioned that most families, originally
followed the matrilineal system of marriage (chikamwini) whereby land is acquired through
marriage and a man resides in the wife’s village. The majority of the households have now
adopted the Sena patrilineal system (chitengwa) of marriage. Of the total sampled households,
88% indicated that they were practicing the Chitengwa system of marriage, which they had
adopted over the years; and the rest (12 %) were in Chikamwini relationship. In some cases,
a mix of the two cultures in the village could be found. This meant that during the land
registration, both men and women would be claiming to have ownership of the land. It was
important to establish the living arrangements and marriage systems as this would affect land
registration processes in the future for the PAPs. Of the total surveyed, 77.23% were in
monogamous relationships, 3.86% were in a polygamous marriage; 10.99% were widowed,
3.06% divorced, separated 2.31% and 2.55% were single. More female-headed households
were divorced as compared to male headed households.

4.9 Gender perspective

Despite the developments Malawi has made, both in terms of laws and policies that seek to
advance women empowerment, women remain in danger of losing out on the different
development initiatives. Women continue to face constraints related to access to and control
of resources such as land. The survey conducted by CAEM revealed that female-headed
households accounted for only 20.76% of the total, while male-headed households dominated
with 79.24%.

The proposed SVTP, is one key programme where special consideration for women is critical,
as it is affecting land, one of their key sources of livelihood. Women in Malawi and the impact
area are traditionally responsible for nurturing families and the elderly; and finding food and
fuel. However, they lack access to and control over productive resources. Evidence from the
study area shows that men control virtually all household resources and income from the sale
of agricultural produce. COWI A/S, 2017 reports that:
a) Literacy and education rates of women are considerably lower than those of men,
especially of the population above 35 years of age.
b) Access to and control over land is dominated by adult males over 35
¢) The third integrated household survey showed that 94% of the cultivated plots used
women to provide labour while a quarter of the cultivated plots reported to have used
children in cultivating their plots. Only 23% reported to have hired their labour input.
d) While a husband and wife may work equally on the farm, the man enjoys more benefits,
especially income from the produce sold. The man takes control of all income from
crop sales. This was confirmed by stakeholders interviewed in the SVIP impact area.
e) Women are generally not able to irrigate at night, owing to security concerns; and
during the day may face other time limitations. This reduces their productivity. It has
been reported that when women are owners of the farm and have adequate resources
to manage it, their productivity tends to be higher than or at least equal to that of men.
f) Experience shows that women and youth often lose out in resettlement and
reallocation processes, especially when they are poor because they do not have
sufficient power to attain their rights.
g) Fewer high value assets and lower value assets are owned by female headed
compared to male headed households. Access to credit is problematic for the poor.
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h) Fewer female (8.0%) than male (15.9%) headed households had a bank account in
the SVIP survey.

i) Results of the household survey show that married women made fewer decisions on
their own compared with female headed households, while children generally did not
make decisions on most household activities. Generally, the man takes control of all
income from crop sales. This was confirmed by stakeholders interviewed in the SVIP
impact area.

j) Participation of women and youths in institutions which govern the water sector is often
limited. Because few women formally own land and their literacy levels are low, their
participation and representation in Water Users Association (WUAs) are normally low.

To mitigate these effects, COWI A/S, 2017 recommends that for land redistribution &
resettlement the Programme should:

i. ensure that women and youth are involved so that they also benefit from the
employment created, where feasible;

ii. ensure gender sensitive practice in terms of targeting, compensation and provision
of services to new locations;

ii. include measures, such as specific indicators, approaches, empowerment, etc. to
ensure that both genders, the youth and the poor benefit and are treated equally
with all others in the land re-allocation and resettlement and are not deprived as is
often the case;

iv.  provide social safeguards to protect women and girls from being sexually abused
and, for irrigation scheme management;

v. ensure gender, youth and poverty criteria apply in the compilation irrigation
management bodies and that each group is empowered and capable to attain their
rights.

The SVIP phase 2 area is facing high illiteracy rates, particularly among female household
heads. According to a survey, 35% of households interviewed were not able to read or write,
and 20% never attended school. The illiteracy rate among female household heads is
alarmingly high at 74%, in contrast to only 27% for male household heads. However, the
younger generation shows a slightly better trend, with 60% of men and 27% of women
household heads under 35 years being illiterate. The survey also revealed that 33.81% of
affected people in phase 2 cannot read and write, while only 66.19% can. The education
system needs to address this problem for the sustainable development of the region.

Table 4.4: Table of educational levels of the affected people (SVTP 2023 survey)

Type of head of the house Household Head can read or write
Child headed 3 14 17

Female-headed 457 222 679
Male headed 667 1970 2637
Orphan headed 1 1

Grand Total 1128 2206 3334

Women own very low percentages of registered land in Malawi. In the study area, the majority
of women who provide about 70- 80 percent of the labour for agriculture lacks access to the
benefits accruing from their efforts. Information from the FGD shows that most of the gender
disparities are as a result of high poverty levels, low literacy rates, negative cultural practices
and institutional weaknesses. Gender inequalities in resources, responsibilities and

w
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entitlements; as well as social vulnerabilities if not given proper attention in the Programme
would lead to constraints in the SVTP development Programme.

To avoid discriminating against women or female-headed households in the area, it is crucial
to address their marginality. Out of 3334 total PAPs, 679 are female-headed households, 2637
are male-headed households, 17 are child-headed households (not under the age of 18 but
are considered as such based on the community definition), and one child-headed household
is an orphan (under the age of 18 years). Among these, 1285 are vulnerable, including the
elderly (680), people with disabilities (1), the chronically ill (629), female heads (359), and child
heads (18). As men and women have different roles in society, the land acquisition will affect
them differently, making it essential to have a gender-sensitive RAP process. By having a
clear understanding of the gender aspects of the programme, the socio-economic status of
the affected persons can be improved.

410 Land use and tenure

The Socio-economic Profile, SEP (2017-2022) indicates that most of the land in Chikwawa
District is under customary ownership. Customary land is all land falling within the jurisdiction
of a recognised Traditional Authority and this land, which can be given to a person or a group,
is used under Customary Law; and is owned and controlled by Chiefs in trust. The primary
use of this land, in the Programme area, is for settlement and agricultural activities for the
households. Sixty-four percent (64 %) of total land surveyed is under customary ownership,
as indicated in figure 4.3; Twenty-five (25%) was observed to be under leasehold and 5% was
rented.

More than 80% of the land under customary ownership is used for agricultural activities, which
are mainly subsistence farming. COWI A/S (2017) reports that participants in the Focus Group
Discussions also mentioned that 97-100% of their land is used for agriculture; and 98-100%
for buildings/ settlements. These figures are similar for adult men, adult women, young men,
young women and the poor. Those who are better off also use their land for building shops,
houses for rent, grazing animals and growing woodlots. A number of people indicated that
they inherited land from their parents or clan. A few however bought the land from within the
communities.

Land Tenure
Public land 0.06%

Leasehold 0.44%

Lease in process = 0.03%

Type of land

freehold 0.15%

0.00% 20.00% 40.00% 60.00% 80.00% 100.00% 120.00%
Number of PAPS in %

Figure 4-3:Land tenure types (Source: SVIP Household Survey 2023)
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According to the Resettlement Policy Framework (RPF), landholders in the customary land
sector are varied and each type has specific rights to the land, which differ depending on
membership category in the village. Land disputes are very high in Chikwawa district,
particularly on customary land ownership. This is mainly attributed to inter-marriages between
people who practice different systems of marriage (patrilineal and matrilineal) from one area
to the other in the district. The other reason is the population density of the district, coupled
with the high demand for farming land. Floods also contribute to making some land unsuitable
for agriculture in the district and as a result, people are forced to search for new land.

Land conflicts in communities are often linked to boundary disputes, as permanent
demarcations are lacking and land titling is not established. Typically, these disputes can be
resolved through discussions between families or neighbors. In the project area, however, the
majority of the land has been registered through a land adjudication process that is currently
ongoing. Nevertheless, in some areas such as GVH Jasi and in the TA Mbenje, there have
been numerous challenges regarding ownership and boundary issues because their land is
yet to be registered.

Access to land in Chikwawa District was described (during a FGD) as one of the key
precursors for improved livelihood. However, the respondents also mentioned that land alone
has failed, over the years, to guarantee the expected improvements to poverty levels. Access
to farm inputs such as good seed, fertilisers or manure and extension services with good
rainfall, or access to irrigation are anticipated, by the communities, to facilitate benefits and
livelihood improvements from their parcels of land.

The SVTP 2 survey reveals that the majority (99.33%) of the land affected by the project in
Chikwawa and Nsanje is under customary ownership. Leasehold ownership accounts for only
0.44% of the land affected, with the remaining percentage being shared among land under
lease in process, public land, and freehold.

According to the findings of COWI A/S study, land-size holdings in the impact area are
generally very small. The study reveals that the majority of land parcels are less than 0.8ha,
with 62.5% of parcels being less than 0.4ha. In Phase 1, over three-quarters of parcels are
less than 0.8ha, with more than half being smaller than 0.4ha. The SVTP 2 Asset survey
further corroborates these findings, with over 93% of surveyed and digitized land being less
than 0.5ha. Only 5.71% of the land surveyed falls between 0.5ha and 1ha, with less than 1%
being more than 1ha. These figures illustrate the small land sizes in the area (see Table 4.5
below).

Table 4.5: Land sizes of the affected property

Land Sizes (Ha) Count Percentage
0-0.5 3492 93.12%
0.5-1 214 5.71%
1-15 25 0.67%
1.5-2 8 0.21%
2-2.5 4 0.11%
2.5-3 1 0.03%
3-3.5 1 0.03%
3.5-4 1 0.03%
5-5.5 1 0.03%
6-6.5 1 0.03%
18.5-19 2 0.05%
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Grand Total 3750 100.00%

4.11 Household income and poverty levels

Chikwawa and Nsanije district has over the years been receiving a lot of relief and emergency
items to support most of the vulnerable households. A number of disasters have affected the
district in form of floods and long dry spells that lead to reduction in food production, especially
for families relying on rain-fed agricultural activities. Changes in climate and extreme weather
patterns have led to decline in agricultural yields/hectare. A number of other new challenges
from pests (Fall Army Worm) have added to the already fragile subsistence farming system.
Chikwawa has a diverse number of poverty levels and household income. In 2023, Cyclone
Freddy struck the districts, resulting in significant devastation. The National Statistical Office
(NSO) reported that in 2005, the Southern region had an ultra-poor rate of 31.5% and a poverty
rate of 64.4%. In Chikwawa, the ultra-poor rate was 31.9%, and 65.8% of the population were
poor. More recent data from IHS 5 (2019-2020) shows that in Chikwawa, the ultra-poor rate
has increased to 44.5%, and 44.3% of the population are poor. In Nsanje, the ultra-poor rate
is 44.2%, and 40.5% of the population are poor.

Based on the survey conducted during phase 2 for the main canal and secondary canals, crop
farming emerged as the primary source of income support, with 71.81% of respondents
reporting it as their main activity. Ganyu/piece work came in second at 12.22%, followed by
business at 9.59%, salaried employment/job at 2.67%, and livestock farming at 2.22%. A small
fraction (0.48%) of the affected population reported not engaging in any activity, while an equal
percentage relied on remittances. Additionally, 0.30% of respondents were part of VSL groups,
and only 0.03% depended on donations.

Major Income Sources
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Figure 4-4: Major household source of income
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The settlement pattern in Chikwawa and Nsanje District is influenced by several factors such
as topography, soil and climate, international boundary with Mozambique, population density,
land use, land ownership, economy and infrastructure. The SVIP area is facing high illiteracy
rates, particularly among female household heads. Land-size holdings in the impact area are
generally very small, with the majority of land parcels being less than 0.8ha. The FGD revealed
that some families were struggling to meet daily food requirements, and female-headed
households had issues managing household labor requirements. Cash transfer was also
inadvertently creating dependency, especially for young mothers. On average, households
use MK12,000.00 per month, and those spending less typically had very little land. Over 55%
of households surveyed during STVP 2 reported an annual income of less than
MK500,000with some reporting less than MK10,000, and the district defined the most
vulnerable as female-headed households, the elderly, girls, orphans, and those displaced by
natural disasters. The communities felt that the reasons why poverty levels were growing
include the following:

a. Over-reliance on rain-fed agriculture and erratic and unreliable rainfall pattern, which
mostly led to prolonged dry spells or flooding

b. Reduction in land size holdings, as families subdivide the little land handed over from
their families due to population increase

c. High cost of inputs, hybrid seed and fertilisers, coupled with lack of proper extension
service

The World Bank, in its report titled Vulnerability to Poverty in Rural Malawi dated August 2016
said risks, particularly rainfall and loss of off-farm employment, are contributing to the growing
poverty levels; while at the same time dragging non-poor households to fall into the poverty
trap in Malawi. Most households (more than 60%) expressed hope that the SVTP will be their
only way out of entrenched hunger and poverty.

4,12 Agriculture, food security and diversification

Information from Chikwawa District Agricultural Office indicated that only 9% of the total
population were food insecure. Mbewe EPA, which comprises of T/A Lundu and Ndakwera
area had a total of 15% of their population food insecure, Kalambo EPA (T/A Chapananga
and Katunga) were at 8%, with Mitole EPA at 5% (T/A Kasisi, Maseya). Most of the households
interviewed reported that many of the households did not harvest enough food to cover their
food needs for the whole year. A total of 68% reported that there were days the families would
have less than 3 meals per day. In most of the responses during the FGD, it was reported that
usually the families would have 2 meals per day; and the main food item was maize porridge
(nsima) with a vegetable relish. Most household heads, more than 50%, reported that they
were not able to provide the food requirements of their families.

The main crops grown in the district are maize, sorghum, millet, cotton, beans and rice. In the
Programme impact area, the households grow maize, sorghum, millet, and beans. During the
Focus Group Discussion (FGD), the majority mentioned that they had stopped growing cotton
because of the poor and low market prices that were being offered for the cash crop. One of
the reasons why some families still remain food insecure (according to the District Agricultural
Development Officer, DADO) was the inability to adopt new high yielding seed varieties, which
are expensive. Most of the respondents (85%) mentioned that they would be able to devote
more time to farming if water was made available through irrigation.

About 93% of business communities operating in the district are small-scale retailers operating
groceries, bottle stores, maize mills, rest houses and restaurants. In total, there are 18 produce
markets run by the district council and 30 markets operated by the Agricultural Development
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and Marketing Corporation (ADMARC) in the district. However, the ADMARC markets in most
cases are non-functional.

Table 4.6: Choice of seed to grow in the project area

Crops Percentage
Ground nuts 1.15%
Maize hybrid 10.49%
Maize Local 3.22%
Millet 17.92%
Sorghum 24.46%
Chitowe/Cotton 41.57%
Tobacco 1.19%
Grand Total 100.00%

Based on the socio-economic survey conducted under SVTP 2, it was found that 42% of the
respondents mentioned crops other than the ones listed when asked about the most
commonly grown seed in the area. Interestingly, almost all of these respondents (100%)
mentioned cotton and Chitowe (Sesame) as their preferred crops. Among the remaining
options, sorghum and millet were the most popular choices. Respondents mentioned that they
are compelled to grow millet and sorghum as these crops require less rainfall when compared
to maize, which is their preferred choice. They also mentioned that the rains often end
prematurely, making it difficult to have a good harvest of maize.

413 Access to economic assets, credit and finance

The Chikwawa and Nsanje Districts in Malawi have several banks and credit institutions that
cater to the financial needs of individuals and businesses. These include Blue Bank, Green
Wing Foundation for International Community Assistance (FINCA), Community Savings and
Investment Promotion (COMSIP), the Village Savings Loan (VSL), National Bank of Malawi,
Standard Bank, Financial Discount House (FDH), and NBS Bank. These banks have branches
in various locations within the two districts, such as Bangula and Nchalo. In addition, mobile
money services like Airtel Money by Airtel, Mo626 by National Bank, Unayo and 247 by
Standard Bank, and Mpamba by TNM have made it easier for people in the area to access
financial institutions.

Ownership of asserts that can be exchanged for money or labour is very low in the Programme
impact area. Males tended to own more durable assets than females. Ownership of durable
assets is slightly lower than reported in the Integrated Household Survey 5 (IHS5) results for
southern region, where 22.4% owned a radio, 30.7% a bed, 25.8% a table, 38.9% chairs, and
10.9% a TV. According to the SVTP 2023 survey, 1,595 households in the project area own
bicycles, 1,143 own cell phones, 910 own radios, 572 own solar lamps, 425 own beds, 240
own motorbikes, 156 own sofa sets, 138 own televisions, 77 own ox carts, and 44 affected
households’ own vehicles.

According to the SVTP 2 survey, only 7.55% of the affected people responded that they have
access to VSLs in the project area.
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414 Social services

Social services including health, water and sanitation, education, transport and
communication are provided in the district through the various government ministries, private
institutions, churches and Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs). Access to these
services is however, constrained by poor and inadequate delivery systems, infrastructure and
in some cases poor governance. Many of the government departments are understaffed, for
example in education, the teacher to pupil ratio is lower than the recommended 60:1 and in
hospitals, the doctor to patient ration is also extremely lower than the ratio recommended by
the World Health Organisation (WHO) of 1:200 to in some cases 1:720 in some government
hospitals. There is no proper decentralization in some ministries and that delays development
processes which further affects delivery of key services at the district level. There are in some
cases frequent transfers of key district officers which in some instances makes continuity and
following up of issues difficult. Data management is a major challenge including even
accessing relevant and up to date documents like the SEP. There is also high level of data
inconsistency between districts.

As an example, at the Sorgin Health Centre in the project area, the ratio of clinicians to the
population is 1 to 6,806, while the ratio of nurses to the population is also 1 to 6,806. The ratio
of Health Surveillance Assistants (HSAs) to the population is 1 to 1,360, according to the
Nsanje SEP 2017-2022 report. According to the Chikwawa SEP report, in T/A Masache, the
ratio of primary school teachers to students is 1 to 69.9, while in TA Ngowe, the ratio is 1 to
84.8, and in TA Ngabu, the ratio is 1 to 72.5. The report only indicates the ratio for TA Ngabu
for secondary schools, which is 27.4 students to a teacher.

4.15 Roads and transport services

People in the rural communities generally have to walk for long distances to access any social
service in most cases. Chikwawa is not spared from most of these challenges facing the
district councils and also Malawi as a whole. Movement of people is usually by walking or on
bicycles and in rare cases, on vehicles that may periodically pass through the villages. Typical
tracks that are used, also by oxcarts are shown in fig. 4.6
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Figure 4-5: one of the seasonal rural road in GVH Konzere in Chikwawa

It has been estimated that the proposed irrigation canal will cross 33 rural roads and footpaths.
This will create an inconvenience to those that must cross the canal to access services across
the canal.

416 Access to water and sanitation

The Integrated Household Survey IHS 5 reports that importance of access to safe drinking
water is underlined by the fact that it is one of the SDGs indicators. A household is considered
to have access to safe drinking water if the source of water potable, can be fetched within 500
metres radius or a return time of thirty minute.

According to the IHS 5 report, the Southern Region has 90.8% of households with access to
an improved water source, of which 67.8% use a borehole. In Chikwawa, 94.2% of households
have access to an improved water source, with 82.1% accessing water from a borehole and
5.6% using an unprotected source. Chikwawa SEP 74% access through borehole 23% from
gravity fed tap systems with 3% using unprotect sources. In Nsanje, 95.1% of households
have access to an improved water source, with 83.5% using a borehole and 4.9% utilizing an
unprotected source.

As much as there is a high level of access to a protected water source, Chikwawa district has
challenges with maintenance of the facilities. Most of the improved water sources are donor
funded and once the Programme come to an end, the communities sometimes fail to maintain
the water sources. There are low investment levels in the water sector and low functionality of
the improved community water points. Apart from the reason that there are few investors in
the water sector, another contributing factor is lack of community-based management of the
existing community water points, which have increased number of non-functioning water
points. According to water point mapping report by Water for People, 2015, boreholes
constitute 78% of all water facilities in Chikwawa, where there is a functionality of 80%; with a
coverage rate of 71%. This implies that 71% of the district’s population accesses water from
boreholes. Provision of safe water in the impact area is through boreholes, piped gravity fed
water supply scheme, shallow wells and unprotected springs. From the household survey,
95% of the households’ access water from a borehole as indicated in figure 4.7. This is higher
than the national figures from the IHS 4. The rest (3%) get their water from communal taps,
piped water and unprotected well at 1% each. Access is from the same sources during wet
and dry seasons.

According to observations made by the socio-economic team, good quality water was found
in Nchalo and Jombo. However, in most areas, water from boreholes was noted to be salty. It
is worth noting that despite this, community members did not complain of the salty water during
discussions with the team.

417 Sanitation services

According to the 2018 Census District Report, in Chikwawa, access to toilets is as follows:
flash 1.6%, VIP latrine 0.9%, pit latrine with concrete slab 3.7%, pit latrine with earth/sand slab
46.8%, pit latrine without slab or open pit 27.8%, compost toilets 5.4%, and others 3.0%.
10.7% of the population have no facility and practice open defecation.

In Nsanje, according to the 2018 Census District Report, access to toilets is as follows: flash
0.8%, VIP latrine 1.5%, pit latrine with concrete slab 3.4%, pit latrine with earth/sand slab
42.3%, pit latrine without slab or open pit 27.5%, compost toilets 5.7%, and others 3.0%.
15.8% of the population have no facility and practice open defecation.
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Based on the SVTP 2023 survey, it appears that pit latrines are the most common type of
sanitation facility in the project-affected area, with the vast majority of respondents owning at
least one. The majority of respondents construct their pit latrines using mud, with a smaller
percentage using cement and an even smaller percentage using bricks. It's encouraging to
note that a high percentage of people who do not currently have pit latrines still have access
to them. The SVTP 2023 survey indicates that 87.64% of the respondents have pit latrines,
with 97.29% owning 1 pit latrine, 2.57% owning 2, 0.07% owning 3, and 0.07% owning 4 pit
latrines. 12.36% of the respondents do not have pit latrines in the project-affected area for
phase 2. It was also reported that 95.35% of the people who do not have pit latrines have
access to them, while 4.65% do not have access to any. For the construction of pit latrines,
90.10% of the respondents use mud, 9.77% use cement, and 0.14% use bricks.

418 Health

The Chikwawa District has a total of 27 Health Posts, 131 village Clinics, and 4 Dispensaries.
There are also 13 Health Centres and 3 Hospitals, namely Chikwawa District Hospital, Ngabu
Rural Hospital, and Montfort Hospital. The leading causes of morbidity and common diseases
in the area include Malaria, Skin conditions, Acute Respiratory Infections, and Diarrhoea, as
recorded at the central hospital. A survey conducted in the area found that Malaria was the
most common disease, affecting over 60% of respondents within the last 3 months, followed
by respiratory infections and diarrhoea. Mortality rates in the district vary by age, with an infant
mortality rate of 157/1,000 and an under-5 mortality rate of 205/1,000. The maternal mortality
rate is 1200/100. Over 90% of respondents in the survey reported using government-owned
health facilities, but more than 80% said it takes them over an hour to get to the nearest health
facility.

Nsanje District, on the other hand, has 16 health centres, 3 clinics, 1 dispensary, and 3
hospitals, including Kalemba Community Hospital and Trinity hospital under CHAM and
Nsanje District Hospital under Malawi government. According to Nsanje SEP 2017-2022,
15.3% of the population is affected, with fever and malaria affecting 46.8%, diarrhoea 8.2%,
respiratory infection 3.7%, headache 15.6%, sore throat and flu 3.3%, and others 22.4%. The
IHS 5 survey conducted between 2019-2020 indicates that 23.3% of the population suffered
from fever and malaria, 32.6%, cough 3.8%, sore throat and flu 5.1%, headache 12.5%,
stomach-ache 12.2%, body and joint pains 7.1%, diarrhoea 4.2%, and others 22.5%.